Write Your Own Bill and Bill Brief Project
Choose an issue that is important to you and decide how you can write a law to help solve the issue. Consider the powers reserved to the States and those delegated to Congress so you write a bill that can actually turn into a constitutional federal law!  Please follow the format given here. You will need to work with a partner.  You will also check with your teacher to verify that what you are writing the law about can be done (in other words, we don’t want 10 laws all on the same issue – first come, first served).
First Part of Assignment:

Research:  You will research information about your issue that you want to write a bill about.  To do the research part of this assignment, you will fill out the Research Guide.  This research guide will be for a participation grade separate from the bill and brief project.
Second Part of Assignment:

Bill:  The bill MUST BE in the format of the template that is online!!!!
Section I – What is the law? State it clearly and concisely. Don’t argue for it here. 
Section II – What is the penalty or punishment for not following this law?  (If applicable)

· fines

· jail time

· tax incentives if followed

· Etc.

Section III – Who will enforce the law? Refer to page 426-427 in your textbook to find the appropriate Executive Department and/or agency. 
Section IV – How will this law be funded?  (only write this section if applicable…some laws don’t cost money) Please see your teacher to verify. 
· special taxes

· portion of budget

· savings from another program cut

· Etc.

Section V – When will your law go into effect? “This bill will go into effect on ______ upon the signature of the President of the United States. 
Third Part of Assignment:

Bill Brief:  This is a separate paper!!  This is where you argue for your bill. (Paragraphs can be 3-12 sentences long.)

· 1st Paragraph – Introduce your bill.  Summarize it and use one of the following: Attention getter, something shocking/emotional, anecdote, statistics, etc
· 2nd Paragraph – Argue for your bill (why should this bill be law?)
· 3rd paragraph – Refute any opposition to your bill (why is the other side wrong for being against your bill?)
· 4th paragraph – How will this bill benefit society as a whole?

· 5th paragraph – One final appeal for passage of your bill (argue for the benefit to Americans)
If your bill passes through Committee, it will go to the House/Senate and the President will either sign, veto, pocket veto or let it become law without signing it.

This Project is due: __________________________________________________________

My Partner is: ______________________________________________________________

Possible Topics for Bills
**This list is not inclusive of all possible topics**
Gun control
Increasing gun rights

Late-term abortion
National education standards and testing

Affirmative action
Capital punishment (death penalty) in federal courts
Violence in schools
Police cameras

Increase taxes on tobacco and alcohol

Financing of campaigns
Immigration
Limitation of negative campaigns
Universal health care
Internet censorship
Raise minimum wage
Abolishing the minimum wage

Legalized marijuana
Doctor-assisted suicide
Regulation of human cloning
Prayer in school
Trade with any country (tariffs, restrictions, etc.)

Star Wars missile defense system
Sending astronauts to Mars

Drug related roadblocks
Equal rights/pay for women
Restrict exit poll coverage by News Media
Copyright protections for artists
Stricter punishments for computer virus creators
Stricter punishments for parole violators

Governmental reform
Educational reforms

Computers for students 

Financial reform (regulating banks/breaking up big banks)
Raising/lowering income taxes

Protecting the environment
Reducing environmental regulations on businesses
National Security (airports, passports, visas, etc.)
Reforming welfare (drug testing, eliminating food stamps, means testing, etc.)
Any other ideas, please see your teacher for approval

