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Intro to Political Sci. — 2/23/15

* Objective: SWBAT describe the structure of the Constitution.

* Agenda:
* New Seats
* Turnin Political Ideology Essay
* Pass out Guided Reading Homework Packet
*  Structure of the Constitution Notes
* Democracy School Survey

Upcoming Dates:
* Wednesday —We will be in Room 251 for KeyTrain (last day!)
*  Thursday — Bring 28 Index Cards for your next Project
*  Monday, Feb. 27 - Ch. 3.1-4.1 Guided Reading Worksheet
* Friday, March 6 — Ch. 4.1 & 4. Guided Reading Worksheet



The Constitution: Important Dates

* Written in 1787
* Signed on Sept. 17, 1787

* Ratification took place
between 1787-1790
Delaware 15t

Rhode Island last
* Took effect in 1789




Supreme Law of the Land




Key Facts About the Constitution

* Length: 7,000 words (can be read in 30
minutes)

* Strengths:
Deals with matter of principle

Is not weighed down with detailed
provisions

Is organized in a simple, straightforward
way




Think about any paper that you have written for
an English class. What was contained in your f irst
paragraph? |

What was the purpose of having your pap
with an introduction?



The Introduction of the Constitution
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The Preamble
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Purposes of Govt. According to
Preamble

1.Form a more perfect Union,
2.Establish Justice,

3.Insure domestic Tranquility,
4.Provide for the common defense,
5.Promote the general Welfare,

6.Secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity



The Articles

Following the Preamble,
the Constitution is divided

into seven numbered
sections called articles.

These articles explain
various components of
the government.




The Articles
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The Articles




The Articles
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Article IV: Explains the
relationship between the
States and the federal
government.

Article V: Explains how
formal amendments can be
added to the Constitution.
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The Articles
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The Amendments
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The Bill of Rights

The Bill of Rights

Ratified December 15, 1791

Article I

@ongre&e shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

Article 11

g well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article 11T

,Ro Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any
house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of
war, but in a manner to be prcscribcd by law.

Article IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, ag:nins( unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Article V

Ro person shall be held to answer for a capital, or
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offence to be twice put
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
Criminal Case to be a witness against himself, nor be

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due proc-
ess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public
use, without just compensation.

Article VI

ﬂ n all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury
of the State and district wherein the crime shall have
been committed, which district shall have been previ-
ously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Article VII

FnSuits at common law, where the value in controversy
shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury
shall be preserved, and no face tried by a jury shall be
otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States,
than according to the rules of the common law.

Article VIII

F xcessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishment inflicted.

Article IX

Whe enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights,
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the people.

Article X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or to the people.
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Why Would the Constitution Need
Amending? | =T

The United States

* 1789: small agricultural
nation with less than 4
million people spread i A B
across the eastern seaboard ‘
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Y UNITED STATES
March 4, 1780

» Today: world leader with
over 300 million people
spread from coast to coast




The Constitution of
today is and is not the
document of 1787.




The Framers knew that
the Constitution would
need to be modified in
the future.

Amendment: a change
in, or addition to, a
Constitution or law




Formal Amendment Process

DOES THE FIFTH
| AMENDMENT APPLY
TO REPORT CARDS?

There are four ways to
formally amend the
Constitution.



Formal Amendment Chart (pg. 73)

Formal Amendment Process

Step 1 Step 2
Amendment Is Proposed Amendment Is Ratified

Prgpused by Congress by Ratified by the State
a5 vote in both houses legislatures of % (38)
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Proposed at a national convention
called by Congress when Ratified by conventions held

requested by % (34) of J in % (38) of the States '
the State legislatures




Fun Facts

All 27 amendments have been proposed by 2/3 of
Congress — never by a National Convention

26 Amendments were ratified by % State
Legislatures

Only 21t Amendment was ratified by % of States
conventions

The President has no formal role to play in the
amendment process.



So, proposing an amendment takes place at a national
level, but ratification takes place on a State-by-State
basis....

...which TWO Basic Principles of the Constitution could
this represent?



Proposing Amendments

One restriction on Amendments:
The Constitution cannot be amended to deprive a state of its
territory or to deprive any state of its equal representation in
the Senate.
15,000 joint resolutions proposing an amendment have
been proposed to Congress since 1789
Only 33 have been sent to the States for ratification
Only 27 have been approved



.

Constitutional Change By Other Means

There are five other ways to change the Constitution
' without changing its written words.




(flesh to the
bones of the
Constitution)

(added to it)
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i Court Decisions

The courts interpret the
law. How they do so
changes how we view the
Constitution.

BEARSURY «v. MADISCON

i803




Conventions

Nominations @

Appointments




-

Reform/Custom

Certain unwritten rules
have been followed over
time.




Yes, There Is a Bill of Rights rap.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlt6R1
KD4Eo

.

Ok, so maybe it's not MagnaCarta
Grail, but it took some
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