SAQ Questions 

Unit One: Periods One and Two
Unit One - Period One:  Prehistory – 600 B.C.E.

I. Worlds of History (1.4) – Women in Prehistory, 1989 

A). What evidence does Margaret Ehrenberg offer that women were most likely the first farmers and originators of innovations of 
      the agricultural revolution?

B). What is the importance of the agricultural revolution?

C). When and how, according to Ehrenberg, did men take over?

II. The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race - by Jared Diamond

       A). What is the worst mistake in the history of the human race?

       B). What evidence does Jared Diamond offer to prove the worst mistake?

       C). What evidence could you give to refute his statement?
III. Worlds of History (2.2) – Epic of Gilgamesh (c. 2700 B.C.E.)
       A). Do the authors or listeners of The Epic think city life is better than life in the country?

       B). According to The Epic, what are the advantages and problems of the city?

       C). What does the story of the flood tell you about life in ancient Mesopotamia?

       D). Would you expect the ancient Egyptians to tell a similar story?

IV. Worlds of History (2.3) – Hammurabi’s Code (c. 1800 B.C.E.) 
              A). What do these laws tell us about class divisions or social distinctions in Babylonian society?

              B). What can we learn from these laws about the roles of women and men?

              C). Which laws or punishments seem unusual today?

     D). What does the difference suggest to you about ancient Babylon compared to modern society?

Unit One - Period Two:  600 B.C.E. – 600 C.E.

I. Worlds of History (3.1) – Greek and Indian Civilization (1971)
A). What were some of the different effects on the caste and territorial sovereignty regarding the development of Indian and 
      European society?

B). What types of sources would demonstrate the Greek idea of territorial sovereignty?

C). What words would the ancient Indians or Greeks have used to denote the concepts of caste and territorial sovereignty?

II. Worlds of History (3.2) – The Rig Veda: Sacrifice as Creation (c. 1500-500 B.C.E.) 
A). What happened when Purusha was sacrificed? 

B). What is the meaning of this first sacrifice?

C). How does this story support the role of priests?

D). How does this story suggest that the people who wrote the Rig Veda thought the division of society into four castes was pretty basic?

E). Can you deduce from this source which of the four castes was most likely the originator of the story?

III. Worlds of History (4.3) – Confucius:  The Analects (c. 479 – 221 B.C.E.) 
A). What would be the appeal of Confucianism to a Chinese emperor? Which ideas would be useful in governing the empire?

B). Why might an empire creator be less attracted to the ideas of Confucius?

C). How was the ruling ideology of classical Greece different from that of Han China?

D). How was the dominant Brahman Hindu ideology of classical India different from that of Han China?

E). Is there an equivalent modern American ideology that supports the government of the United States in the world?

IV. Worlds of History (4.4) – Han Fei:  Legalism (c. 230 B.C.E.) 

A). What is Han Fei’s criticism of Confucianism?

B). How different are Han Fei’s ideas from those of Confucius?

C). Do empires require Legalists? Do they require Moralists?
V. Worlds of History (4.9) – Marcus Aurelius: Meditations (c. 167 C.E.) 

A). How might the events – defeat of the Parthian army / return home with pandemic disease – have influenced the emperor’s philosophy?

B). What sorts of commonalties do you detect between the different philosophies of Confucius, Han Fei, and Marcus Aurelius?

C). In what hays have these philosophies had a lasting influence?

VI. Worlds of History (6.3) – Buddhism and Caste (c. 500 - 100 B.C.E.) 

A). How would you expect most Brahmans to react to the Buddha’s opposition to caste?

B). Would some Brahmans be persuaded by the Buddha’s arguments?  Justify your answer.

C). How and why might Buddhism have a wider appeal than Hinduism?

VII. Worlds of History (6.5) - Judaism and the Bible:  History, Laws, and Psalms (c. 850 - 600 B.C.E.) 

A). Why might an understanding of history be more important to the Jews than it was to the Hindus?

B). Compare the role of morality in the religion of Jews and Hindus.

C). How is the Judaic emphasis on morality also different from Buddhist ideas?

D). What evidence do you see that a pastoral religion of sacrifice became a religion of law, or even internalized morality?

VIII. Worlds of History (6.6) - Judaism and the Bible:  Prophecy and the Apocalypse (c. 600 - 165 B.C.E.) 

A). Why would Daniel’s ideas open the Judaic tradition to non-Jews or people not descended from Abraham?

B). What would be the purpose of presenting the Book of Daniel prophecy?  

C). When and why would the author of the Book of Daniel have predicted that the end of the world would occur 1,290 days 

                                (3 ½ years) after an event in 168 B.C.E.?
IX. Worlds of History (6.7)  - The Christian Bible:  Jesus According to Matthew (c. 70 C.E.) 

A). If you were in the audience listening to Jesus, which idea would motivate you more – that the end of the world is rapidly 
      approaching or that it is generations away?  Justify your answer.

B). If you were writing a history of Jesus for future generations, which message would you emphasize?
