SAQ Questions 

Unit Two (Period 3):  Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12
600 C.E. – 1450 C.E
I. Worlds of History (7.1) – The Invention of the Jewish People (2009)

       A). What is the argument of the reading?  Provide evidence to support the argument.

       B). What is your opinion of the argument?  Justify your answer
II. Worlds of History (7.4) – Buddhism in China:  The Disposition of Error (Fifth or Sixth Century)

      A). What were the main Chinese objections to Buddhism?

      B). Why were Buddhist ideas of death and rebirth such a stumbling block for Chinese Confucians?

      C). What did the Buddhists expect to be the main appeal of their religion?
III. Worlds of History (7.5) – Selections from the Quran (Seventh Century)

      A). What beliefs do the surahs convey?

      B). How are these beliefs similar to, and different from, the beliefs of Judaism and Christianity?

      C). Which message of the Quran would be effective in aiding the expansion of the religion?
IV. Worlds of History (7.6) – The Islamization of the Silk Road (1999)

     A). What role did economics play in early Muslim expansion?

     B). How did Islam spread so widely and so quickly, and what was the nature of this early growth?

     C). How did non-Arabs who converted to Islam change it?
V. Worlds of History (7.8) – Epic of Sundiata (Thirteenth Century)

     A). What does this story add to your understanding of religious conversions and the spread of salvation religions?
VI. Worlds of History (8.1) – Austronesian, Indo-European, and Bantu Migration (2005)

      A). In terms of our distinction between political, social, economic, and cultural history, which factor(s) would be most appropriate in 
            studying this aspect of the historical record?
VII. Worlds of History (8.2) – Southernization (1994)

      A). Which of the examples of Southernization do you find most important in changing the world?
VIII. Worlds of History (8.4) – Travels (1354)

      A). What does this selection tell you about travel in India at the time?

      B). Explain the ways travel has changed.  
IX. Worlds of History (9.1) – Love in Medieval Europe, India, and Japan (1997)
A). What according to this interpretation, are the elements of romantic love?
B). How is medieval Indian tradition of bhakti different from European romantic love?
C). How was the Japanese idea of love during the Heian period similar and different from European romantic love?
X. Worlds of History (9.6) – The Tale of Genji (c. 1000)
       A). What does this relationship between Genji and one of the younger sisters of Kokiden tell you about sex, love, and marriage in 
             upper-class Heian society?
       B). Notice the cultivation of music, drama, and poetry among the court nobility.  What signs do you see here of the persistence of 
             Chinese culture in Heian Japan?
XI. Worlds of History (10.1) – An Account of Pope Urban’s Speech at Clermont (c. 1100 - 1127)
       A). Why did Pope Urban II call the Council of Clermont?
       B). How important among the pope’s concerns was the capture of Jerusalem?
       C). How important was strengthening the church?
XII. Worlds of History (10.3) – Causes of the Crusade (c. 1231) 
              A). What are the causes of the First Crusade?
              B). What does the author’s account suggest about Muslim attitudes toward Christians?
              C). How did the Christians conquer Antioch?
XIII. Worlds of History (10.7) – The Capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders (1099)
     A). Explain the capture of Jerusalem.  

     B). Explain the success of the Crusaders against an Egyptian army.
XIV. Worlds of History (10.8) – The Conquest of Jerusalem (c.1231)

     A). What reason is given for the Egyptian capture of Jerusalem from the Turks?  

     B). Why were the Franks successful in wresting Jerusalem and other lands from Muslim control?

     C). What is the significance of the poem at the end of the selection?
XV. Worlds of History (11.1) – Were the Barbarians a Negative or Positive Factor in Ancient and Medieval History? (1988)

     A). How were the lives of pastoral nomads different from those of settled people?  

     B).How effective were these herders as rulers of settled societies?

     C). What were the achievements of the pastoral nomads?
XVI. Worlds of History (11.2) – The Viking Rus (922)

     A). How were the lives of pastoral nomads different from those of settled people?  

     B). How effective were these herders as rulers of settled societies?

     C). What were the achievements of the pastoral nomads?
XVII. Worlds of History (11.5) -The Mongols (1243)
     A). Explain who the Mongols are and how they managed to rule the largest land empire the world had ever known.   

     B). What are the reasons for the rapid expansion of the Mongols?

   
     C). Explain the impact of the Mongols.
XVIII. Wolds of History (11.6) – The Secret History of the Mongols (1240)

     A). Explain the lives of steppe nomads like the Naiman and Mongols.

     B). Explain the military strength of the Mongols.
XIX. Worlds of History (11.7) – The Mongols (1231)

     A). Compare and contrast the conquests of the Mongols to those of the Vikings.
XX. Worlds of History (11.8) – History of the Mongols (1245 – 1250)

     A). How was Mongol society similar to, and different from, Viking societies?

     B). Compare the role of women in Mongol and Viking societies.
XXI. Worlds of History (12.4) – Images of the Black Death (Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries)

     A). Interpret and explain all of the images.
XXII. Worlds of History (12.6 – The Comparative Communal Responses to the Black Death in Muslim and Christian Societies (1974)

     A). Explain the similarities and differences in the disease and its death toll.

     B). How would you summarize the author’s thesis or argument?

     C). How were the responses to the plague different in Christian and Muslim societies?
