Unit 3 SAQ Questions 

Period Four: 1450 C.E. – 1750 C.E.

Chapters 13, 14, and 15
I. Worlds of History (13.1) – Towns and Cities (1983)
A). What were some of the distinctive characteristics of Western, or European, towns?

         B). Describe Chinese and Islamic cities.

C). Why and how did these towns develop differently?
II. Worlds of History (13.4) – On the City of Hangzhou (1299)
       A). Why is it considered that the city of Hangzhou is “the finest and noblest in the world”?

       B). How does this description support that characterization?
III. Worlds of History (13.5) – Cairo: An Islamic City in Light of the Geniza (1969)
       A). What does the Geniza documents tell us about city life in Cairo?

                B). In what ways would life in medieval Cairo have been similar to, or different from, life in a city of medieval Europe or medieval 
                     China?
IV. Worlds of History (13.7) – Map of Aztec Capital and Gulf of Mexico (1524) 
              A). Why do you suppose most of the named places are on the south (top) side of the map?

              B). What would have been Cortez’s route to Mexico City?
V. Worlds of History (13.8) – Images of Medieval Cities (Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries)
     A). Explain the ways the Italian and Chinese cities are similar and different.
VI. Worlds of History (14.1) – The Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis (1967)

     A). Which argument and evidence do you find most persuasive?

     B). Which argument and evidence do you find least convincing?
VII. Worlds of History (14.2) – Image from a Cistercian Manuscript (Twelfth Century)

     A). Does the image indicate that the monks were in favor of forest clearance?
VIII. Worlds of History (14.3) – Image from a French Calendar (Fifteenth Century)

     A). Describe the shown activities.

     B). The top half of the calendar shows an astrological zodiac.  In what ways are these images of nature different from those in the 
           bottom half?
IX. Worlds of History (14.4) – Image of a Chinese Feng-Shui Master (Nineteenth Century)
     A). What significance do you attach to the artist’s depiction of humans and the natural setting?
X.   Worlds of History (14.5) – Image of European Surveying Instruments (1600)

     A). What does this image show us about European ideas of the Earth and the heavens?

     B). How would this knowledge be useful in war as well as surveying?

     C). What does it suggest about European ideas of nature?
XI.    Worlds of History (15.1) – 1492: The Prequel (1999)
     A). What types of evidence is Kristof seeking?

     B). What does Kristof’s brief history suggest about China, India, and Europe and their roles in the making of the modern world?

XII.      Worlds of History (15.4) – Letter to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella (1493)

     A). In what ways was the voyage of Columbus similar to that of da Gama?

     B). In what ways was it different from both of these voyages?
     C). Taking the voyages of da Gama and Columbus together, what were the difference between Chinese and European expansion?

XIII.     Worlds of History (16.2) – The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico (1540)

     A). According to this account, how did Montezuma respond to Cortes?

     B). Was Montezuma’s attitude toward the Spanish shared by other Aztecs?  Justify your answer.  
XIV.    Worlds of History (16.3) – The Devastation of the Indies (1555)

     A). The writings of Las Casas constituted such an indictment of Spanish colonialism that Protestant enemies were able to argue 

           that Catholic slavery and exploitation of the “New World” was worse than their own, a dubious preposition that became known

           as “the Black Legend.”  What do you make of this account by Las Casas?  Explain in detail. 

XV.    Worlds of History (16.4) – European Views of Native Americans (Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries)

     A). Describe what is happening in the 16.1 picture.
     B). It is likely that de Bry made adjustments to his engravings from the originals to please potential buyers.  What does this tell you 

           about the expectations of European audiences about the Americas and their inhabitants?
XVI.      Worlds of History (16.8) – Images of African-American Slavery (Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries) 
     A). Explain, in detail, each of the images depicted.
XVII.     Worlds of History (17.2) – Japanese Edicts Regulating Religion (1645 and 1665)

     A). What do these documents tell you about the relationship between the state and religion in Tokugawa Japan?

XVIII.    Worlds of History (17.4) – Sermon on Religion and the State (1528 - 1540)

     A). What is the position regarding the Christian statement in Matthew 22:15-22?
     B). How would you compare it to Akbar’s position on church and state?
XIX. Worlds of History (18.8) – Women and Marriage in Europe and China (2001)

     A). Explain the thesis about European and Chinese marriage patterns?

     B). What do marriage patterns tell us about a society?

XX. Worlds of History (19.1) – Why Europe? (2009) 

     A). What were the obstacles to the advancement in scientific thought in most societies before 1500?
     B). What happened in Europe between 1500 and 1650 to change the way people thought about nature, and how did that thinking

           change?

     C). How does a combination of rationalism and empiricism produce better science than either separately or than the other two

           Sources of authority:  tradition and religion?

XXI.     Worlds of History (179.4) – Women and Science (1988)

     A). What factors seem to have enabled women to participate in the scientific revolution?
     B). In what ways was the scientific revolution a new bondage for women?
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