The Illinois Constitution
Our State Constitution: Historical Background
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In 1787, the United States Constitution set up a federal system of government giving some powers to the national government and other powers to the state and local governments. The U.S. Constitution told each state it must set up its own government and write its own constitution. States must have governments similar to the federal government, and the people of the state would elect their representatives. Illinois became a state in 1818 and had to have its own constitution before it could become a state. The U.S. Constitution gives certain responsibilities to the states. To carry these out, states have to set up state constitutions. The first Constitution of Illinois was adopted in 1818 by a convention, which met in Kaskaskia. In 1848, a new constitution was adopted. This constitution was noted for the increase of power to the people since they could now elect many government officials. In 1869, another new proposal met with success and became the new constitution in 1870.

In 1969, Illinois voters elected delegates to a new constitutional convention. The Constitution of 1870 had proven to be outdated, and it had been almost impossible to govern Illinois under such a document. A new constitution was written, adopted in convention on September 3, 1970, and approved by the voters on December 15, 1970. The Constitution of 1970 went into force on July 1, 1971. This is the current constitution under which Illinois functions.
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The Illinois Constitution is similar in form to the U. S. Constitution. It has a Preamble, Articles: which describe the branches of government - their powers and responsibilities, a Bill of Rights and Amendments. Some major differences are that the federal document only has seven articles, but Illinois has fourteen. The Bill of Rights in the U. S. is the first ten amendments which are located at the end of the document. In Illinois, the Bill of Rights is the first article and amendments are simply changes in the articles.

Legislative Branch
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The Legislative Branch’s job is to write laws.  In Illinois, it is better known as the General Assembly.  The General Assembly is bicameral.  It is made up of the Illinois House of Representatives and the Illinois Senate.  Illinois Representatives are elected to two year terms.  Senator’s terms are four years.  There are 59 total legislative districts in Illinois.  Each district elects one Senator and two Representatives.  As such there are 59 total Senators and 118 total Representatives in the General Assembly.  To be elected to the General Assembly, you must be 21, a U.S. citizen, and have lived in the district you want to represent for 2 years prior to the election.


To pass a law with the Governor’s signature, a simple majority is needed from both houses of the General Assembly.  If the Governor vetoes a bill, the General Assembly may override the veto with a 3/5th majority vote from both houses.
Voting Qualifications
To be a voter in Illinois, you must be: 
· U.S. citizen; 18 years old; and Reside in IL for at least 30 days

· People in prison can’t vote, but can when they are released
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The Executive Branch includes the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the Governor’s Cabinet.  The current Illinois Governor is Bruce Rauner.  All members of the Executive Branch serve four year terms.  Unlike the Federal Government, every position within the Executive Branch is elected separately, including the Lieutenant Governor and all members of the cabinet.  To be elected to the Executive Branch, you must be 25 years old, a U.S. citizen, and a resident of Illinois for 3 years prior to the election. Their positions and functions are listed below.
Governor – Bruce Rauner (R)
· Chief Executive Officer of Illinois.

· Makes an annual report to the General Assembly (State of the State Address)
· Proposes a yearly budget for the State.

· Signs or vetoes bills passed by the General Assembly.
· The Governor also has a special power called the “Amendatory Veto” which he can use to veto specific parts of a bill, instead of only being able to veto the whole bill.
· Grants pardons and reprieves.

· Nominates State officials.
Lieutenant Governor – Evelyn Sanguinetti (R) 
· Performs any duties assigned by the Governor.

· If the Governor dies suddenly or is unable to serve, the Lt. Governor becomes Governor.
Attorney General – Lisa Madigan (D) 
· Chief legal officer of Illinois.

· Represents the State, State agencies, and State officials in court.

· Chief law enforcement officer in Illinois.

· Coordinates crime-fighting activities with State, county, and local authorities.
Secretary of State – Jesse White (D)
· Keeps the official records of the General Assembly and the executive branch.

· Licenses drivers and keeps drivers records.

· Issues vehicle license plates and titles, and registers corporations.
Comptroller – Leslie Munger (R)
· Chief Fiscal Officer for Illinois.

· Reviews all bills and payments.

· Pays the State's bills.

· Keeps records.

· Helps set financial policies for the State.
Treasurer – Mike Frerichs (D)
· Acts as the State's banker.

· Keeps and invests the money the State receives through taxes. 
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Judicial Branch


Like in the Federal Government, the function of the Illinois Judicial Branch is to interpret the law.  To become a judge in Illinois, you need to be a U.S. citizen and be a licensed attorney.  Unlike Federal Judges, Illinois Judges are elected, not appointed.  To run for as an Illinois judge, you must be a U.S. citizen, a licensed Illinois attorney, a resident of the district that you represent, not a member of any political party, and agree to devote your full time the judgeship duties.  The Judicial Branch is made up of three levels: the Circuit Court, the Appellate Court, and the Illinois Supreme Court.  Each court’s function and other information are listed below.
Circuit Court
· Illinois is divided into 23 Judicial Circuits, each with one “Circuit Court.”

· Has original Jurisdiction in most cases

· Judges are elected to 6 year terms
Appellate Court
· Hears appeals from Circuit Court rulings
· Judges are elected to 10 year terms
Supreme Court
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Illinois has one Supreme Court with seven members.
· Hears appeals from the Appellate Courts
· Hears appeals from the Circuit Courts involving the death sentence

· Judges are elected to 10 year terms

The Amendment Process and Constitutional Revision
There are two options for changing the Illinois Constitution.  The first is by amendment.  Amendments to the Illinois Constitution require a 3/5th vote from both houses of the General Assembly to be proposed.  Once proposed, the amendment is put on the ballot.  State voters can ratify the amendment with a 3/5th majority vote.

The other way the Illinois Constitution can be changed is through a Constitutional Convention.  A Constitutional Convention may be called by a vote of 3/5th of each house of the General Assembly.  The new Constitution must then be approved by 3/5th of Illinois voters.

The 1970 Illinois Constitution mandates that voters must decide if the Illinois Constitution needs to be revised or rewritten every 20 years by convening an automatic Constitutional Convention.  Since 1970, a revision of the Illinois Constitution was turned down by voters in both 1990 and 2010.

Articles of the Illinois Constitution

There are Fourteen Articles to the Illinois Constitution.  They are listed below with a description of what’s included in them.

· Article I: Illinois Bill of Rights – This article contains the Bill of Rights and has 24 sections:

· Section 1: Inherent and Inalienable Rights (life, liberty, pursuit of happiness, property)

· Section 2: Due Process and Equal Protection

· Section 3: Religious Freedom

· Section 4: Freedom of Speech

· Section 5: Right of Assembly and Petition

· Section 6: Searches, Seizures and Privacy Protections

· Section 7: Criminal Indictment and Preliminary Hearing (grand jury, death penalty hearings, etc.)
· Section 8: Rights after Indictment (right to attorney, witnesses, speedy public trial, etc.)

· Section 8.1: Crime Victims’ Rights

· Section 9: Bail and Habeas Corpus

· Section 10: Self-incrimination and Double Jeopardy

· Section 11: Limitation on Penalties after conviction

· Section 12: Right to remedy and justice

· Section 13: Trial by Jury

· Section 14: Imprisonment for Debt

· Section 15: Right of Eminent Domain

· Section 16: Ex Post Facto Laws and Impairing Contracts

· Section 17: No Discrimination in Employment or Sale of Property

· Section 18: No Discrimination on the basis of Sex

· Section 19: No Discrimination against the Handicapped

· Section 20: Individual Dignity (hate crimes, etc.)

· Section 21: Quartering of Soldiers

· Section 22: Right to Bear Arms

· Section 23: Fundamental Principles (civil government, rights and responsibilities)
· Section 24: Rights Retained (just because it’s not listed, doesn’t mean it’s not a right)

· Article II: Powers of the State (separation of powers; powers of government)

· Article III: Suffrage and Elections (voting qualifications, election procedures, etc.)

· Article IV: IL Legislature

· Article V: IL Executive Branch
· Article VI: IL Judiciary

· Article VII: Local Government (units of local government, counties, townships, school boards, etc.)

· Article VIII: State Finances

· Article IX: State Revenue

· Article X: Education

· Article XI: Environment

· Article XII: Illinois Militia

· Article XIII: General Provisions (oath of office, pensions, public transportation, etc.)

· Article XIV: Constitutional Revision (amendments, convention, amendments to US Constitution)
Other Illinois State Facts:
· Concerning the Illinois Flag:

· How many official flags has Illinois had?  1 (with minor modifications)

· In what year did the present flag become the official flag?  1969

· What two years appear on the Illinois flag?

· Year:  1818  Importance:  IL officially becomes a state.

· Year:  1868  Importance:  The year that the Great Seal was redesigned.

· The eagle holds a banner. What does the banner have written on it?  National Union, State Sovereignty

· Concerning the state symbols:

· State tree:  White Oak

· State flower:  Violet

· State mineral:  Fluorite

· State insect:  Monarch Butterfly

· State slogan:  "Land of Lincoln"

· State song:  "Illinois, Illinois"

· State animal:  White-tailed Deer

· State fish:  Bluegill

· State dinosaur:  Tullimonstrum gregarium (Tully Monster)

· State motto:  State Sovereignty, National Union

· Meaning:  The Illinois motto symbolically reflects the power and pride of being a small state within a larger state (country). The Illinois state motto therefore intends to represent the Union of the United States, at the same time, independence of the state of Illinois and the strength it provides when being part of the greater union.
Illinois Constitution Questions
1. How many state senators are there?

2. How many state representatives are there?

3. The length of term for a state senator is?

4. The length of term for a state representative is?

5. What qualifications do you need to have to be state senator or representative?

6. What qualifications do you need to have to be governor?

7. What qualifications do you need to have to be an IL Supreme Court Justice?

8. How long is the term of governor?

9. How long is a term for an IL Supreme Court Justice?

10. How do you become an IL state judge?

11. How are the members of the Executive Branch in IL chosen?

12. For a bill to become law in IL, who needs to pass the law and who needs to sign it?

13. What is the name for both houses of the IL state legislature?

14. How many constitutions has IL had?  

15. What years were they adopted?  

16. Which Constitution is the current one?

17. To override a governor’s veto, it takes what?

18. Who is the current governor of IL?

19. Who takes over if the governor is unable to continue to serve?

20. What officer is in charge of paying the state’s bills?

21. What officer acts as the banker for the state?

22. What officer is the chief law enforcement officer for the state?

23. What officer issues driver’s licenses?

24. What are the three types of state courts from lowest to highest?

25. How many branches of government does IL have?

26. Name all the parts of the IL Constitution.
27. How many articles does the IL Constitution have?

28. What are the two options to change the IL Constitution?

29. How do you amend the IL Constitution?

30. What does Article I of the IL Constitution do?

31. List ten rights given in the IL Constitution.

32. What do articles four, five, and six do?

33. What does Article III deal with?

34. What does article ten deal with?

35. What are the qualifications to vote in Illinois?

36. Describe the parts of the flag of Illinois.
