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Judaism and the Bible:
History, Laws, and Psalms, c. 850-600.

Just as the caste-based Hinduism of ancient India gave se
universal Buddhism after 500 a.c.., so did the Judaismof
tribe of Abraham give birth to universalist Christianity. )
already an ancient refigion by the time of Jesus and the birt
Christianity. It traced its roots back (perhaps two thousa

Source: Gen. 1:1-31, 2:1-25, 17:1~14; Exod. 19:1-9, 20:1-18; Lc
5:21-24. All bibkical selecrions are from the New Intermational Version
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braham himself, who, according o tradition, made a contract
or covenant) with God to worship him and him alone.
;f;his commitment to one god, and one god only, was a develop-
ent unique o the history of Judaism. The worship of various
ncestral and nature spirits was common practice among hunting-
athering and agriculeural peoples. Early cities added numerous local
protectors and, in some cases, a pantheon of deities presented in
wyth and legend. The Bronze Age empires were probably the first to
imagine a single ruler of the heavens—an obvious parallel to the role
of the emperor on Earth. The Egyprians for a brief moment (around
300 8.C.E) preached the singularity of god, in this case the sun god
ton, but that was soon renounced. Persian Zoroastrianism imagined
ompeting gods of light and darkness, each supreme in his realm, an
idea that was to leave its mark in Persian-occupied Jerusalem. But the
ea of a single creator of the universe - and no other gods—was new
to the ancient Hebrews.
- Since such a belief was unusual, the descendants of Abraham had
difficulty accepting it. In their wanderings throughout the land of the
Ti:gris and Euphrates rivers, from Abraham’s native Ur to Egypt and
Palestine, the jews came into contact with many different refigious
beliefs; some were even tempred by foreign gods. FHowever, by around
1300 b.c.e., Abraham’s descendants had escaped Egyptian domina-
tion, crossed the Red Sea, and with the help of Moses renewed their
covenant with God in the Ten Commandments, Even then, stories
were told of Jews who worshiped the Golden Calf and other idols and
of the displeasure of the God of Abraham. “1 am a jealous God,” he
told his people. “You shall have no other gods before me.”
:Such is the story told in the books of the Hebrew Bible," wrirten
after the Jews settied in Jerusalem and the surrounding area some-
time after 1000 a.c.e. The Hebrew Bible not only recounts the story of
the people of Abraham burt also takes its story back ages before the
patriarch, stretching back to the beginning of the world and forward
to the period of Jewish kingdoms after 900 s.c.e., when Kings Saul,
David, and Solomon ruled large parts of what is today Israel,
Palesting, and Jordan. The Mebrew Bible included their histories,
the faws of the two jewish kingdoms Judah and Israel, and various
other writings (songs, poetry called psalms, philosophy, and stories
of prophecy).
As you read these first selections from the Bible (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Psalms, Amos}, note how they are similar to, and different
from, the Vedas and Upanishads of Hinduism. How, for instance, is
the Bible's story of the beginning of the world different from the

1 Hebrews Bible refers 1o the books in the Bible that were written in Mebrew, Christians calf
: books the Old Testament. The first five books of the Bible are called the Torah by Jews. [Ed.]
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Rindus’ creation story of the sacrifice of Purusha? Why might an
understanding of history be more impartant to the Jews than it wa;
to the Hindus? Compare the rofe of morality in the religion of jews
and Hindus. In what sense is the rmorality of judaism universal and
that of Hinduism caste based? How is the Judaic emphasison
morality also different from Buddhist ideas?

THINKING HISTORICALLY

Since the books of the Hebrew Bible were composed over a long
period of time, from about 900 s.c.e. 1o zbout 165 8.C.E., we might
expect to see changes in emphasis, especially since this period was
such a cumultuous one in Jewish history. The immediate descendan
of Abraham were a nomadic pastoral pecple ~shepherds, Psalm 23
reminds us— though this beautiful psalm atrributed ro King David
was written in an urban, monarchal stage of jewish history. Leviticy
too, echoes an earlier pastoral ife when animal sacrifice, and the
worship by shepherds generally, was still practiced. :
When did morality replace sacrifice as the sign of respect to the
God of Abraham? Was it around 1300 s.c.c., the traditional dare fo
the reception by Moses of the Ten Commandments? Or is the exis-
tence of Leviticus, perhaps five hundred years later, a sign that sacri-
fice was still practiced? The sentiments of Amos (783-743 s.ce) -
suggest that che jews later rejected not only animal sacrifice bur also
moral obedience that was not truly felt. :
When did monotheism (the beliefin one god) become unequivo-;
cal, unguestioned? Since this was a new idea, there must have been
time when it wasn't held, Some scholars see signs of an earlier
polytheism (belief in many gods) in the book of Genesis itself. For
instance, in Genesis 3:5 we find “ye shall be as gods,” and Genesis
3:22 reads “And the Lord God said: Behold the man has become jike
one of us.” o
Certainly the beginning of Genesis is no-nonsense monathesm,
majestically so: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.” But scholars have pointed out thar this opening is foliowed by
another story of origin, beginning at Chapter 2, Verse 4, that not onl
tells the story over again, but does so without the intense declarartiv
monotheism, They date this document at about 850 5.c.£. and the
section from 1:1 to 2:3 ar about 650 s.c.c. Compare the language in .
Cenesis 1 to 2:3 with the section thar begins at 2:4. Which selection’
from Genesis seems more idealized, which more like a report? Which:
version would probably be cleser to the oral storyteiling tradition?
Which reflects the style of a sophisticated, urban, philosophical
culeure? Which term is more monotheistic: God or Lord God?
[Fwe can see increased emphasis on monotheism from 850 o
650 8.c.E., we might aiso see in these selections the transition from
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e'religion of a tribe of shepherds to that of a political kingdem.
/hat evidence do you see that a pastoral religion of animal sacrifice
ame a religion of law, or even internalized morality?

Firally, notice that there is no heaven here—no afrerife, Cod
:Pm'mised Abraham land and prosperity. The ideas of a last judgment,
ven and heli, and salvation became importanc in Christianity,
put-we will explore the development of these ideds in Jddaisim in

the second century B.C.E.. S

In the beginning God created the heavens.and the earth. - -~
Now the earth was formless and-empty;-darkness was over the
rface of the deep, and the Spirit 6f ‘God was Hovering over “the
And God said, “Let thére be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw
the light was good, and He separared the light from the darkness.
God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And
e was evening, and there was morning —the first day.
And Geod said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to
rate water from water.” 7 So God made the expanse and separated
-water under the expanse from the water ahove it. And it was so.
sod called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was
rning—the second day.
“And God said, “Ler the water under the sky be gathered to one
ce,and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry
1d “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw
t was good. S S
1 Then God said, “Let'the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing
s.and trees on the land that bear frujt with seed in'ir, according 1o
ir various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land.produced vegetation:
lants bearing seed according to'their kinds and trees bearing fruir with
inir according to their kinds: ‘And ‘God saw that it ‘was good.
And there was evening, .and there was morning—~the third day. .
4.And God said, “Ler there be lights inthe expanse of the sky to
arate the day from the night, and ler them serve as signs to mark sea-
s and days and years; 15 and let them be lights in'the‘expanse of the
o give light on the earth.” And it was s0.16 God made two great

~~the gr_eat:_zr’ light to 'ga_v'er_n_iﬁ:t_e_"'ii_;i}k.:'a'p_d_t_hé5Iéss'éf;Iight to govern
night. He also made the stars. 17-God set them in the expanse of the
0 give light on the earth, 18 to govern'the day and the night, and ro
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separate light from darkness. And God saw thar it was good,:
there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day, -

20 And God said, “Let the warer teem with living creatureg
birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” 21 §q ¢
ated the grear creatures of the sea and every living and movyi
with which the water reems, according to their kinds, and every.
bird according to its kind. And God saw thar it was good
blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And
was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures a¢
to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground,
animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God
wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according tg
kinds, and all the creatures thar move along the ground acco
their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our.li
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air o
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the crearures that move
the ground.” :

27 So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;
male and female he creared them. .

28 God blessed them and said ro them, “Be fruitful and ne
in number; fill the earth and subdue ir. Rule over the fish of the sea
the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves. on

ground.”

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on th
of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it, They
be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the bin
of the air and all the crearures thar move on the ground-——everyt
that has the breath of life in it—1 give every green plant for food.”
it was so.

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And
was evening, and there was morning-—the sixth day. :

Genesis 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their
array. :

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been dot
so on the seventh day he rested from al] his work. 3 And God blesse

seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the ws
of creating that he had done. i
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is is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were

i the LORD God made the earth and the heavens-—35 and no
the field had yet appeared on the earth and no p}ant of the field
sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and
as no man to work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the
+nd warered the whole surface of the ground—7 the LORD God
d the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nos-
breath of life, and the man became a living being.

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden;
e he put the man he had formed. 9 And the LORD God made
ds: of trees grow out of the ground —trees that were pleasing to
ve and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was
ated into four headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it
through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 {The
fthat land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.} 13 The
of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the envire Jand
h. 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the
ide of Asshur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

5 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden
kit and take care of ir. 16 And the LORD God commanded the
“You are free to car from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must
at from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you
fit you will surely die.”

§ The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.
‘make a helper suitable for him.”

9 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts
the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to
shat he would name them; and whatever the man called each living
ture, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the live-
ck,'the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.

ut for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God
d the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he
ok one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then
ORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the
1, and he brought her to the man.

3 The man said,

 “This is now bone of my bones

“and flesh of my flesh;

“she shall be called *woman,’

¢ for she was taken out of man.”
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24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. :
25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no'sh

Genesis 17

The Covenant of the Circumcision

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appea)
him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blam
2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will ¢ g,
crease your numbers.”

3 Abram fell | facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me
my covenant with you: You will be the farher of many nation
fonger will you be called Abram; your name wili be Abraham, fo
made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very frujtfn]
make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 71 will establi
covenant as an everlasting covenant berween me and you and
scendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God.
God of vour descendants after you. 8 The whole land of Canam
you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possessum £ YO
your descendants after you; and I will be their God.” .

9 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must Rr.ep 1
enant, you and your descendants afzu* you for the generations to
10 Thm is my covenant with you and your descendants after yo
covenant you are to keep Every male among you shall be circiy
11 You are to undergo circumeision, and it will be the sign of th

nant between me and you. 12 For the generations to come:
male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, inc
those born in your household or bought with money
foreigner —those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born i
household or bought with your money, they must be circumcise
covenant in }our flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14 A
cumcised male, who has not been CII‘LLIITICJ‘:Ld it the Hesh, wrll be
from his people; he has broken my covenant. .. .”

Exodus 19

At Mownt Sinai

1 In the third month after the Israciites left Egypt-—on th
day—they came ro the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they ser out fror
dim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped therﬁ
desers in front of the mountain.
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Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from
mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the house of
hand what you are ro tell the people of Israel: 4 “You yourselves
seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings
rough! you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my
“then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.

h the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of
ind a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the
tes.”

7 So-Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and
fore them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak.

eople all responded rogether, “We will do everything the LORD
id:” So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD.

he'LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense
 thart the people will hear me speaking with you and will always
their trust in you.” Then Moses told the LORD what the people

onmandments

And God spoke all these words:

m the LORD your God, who brought you out of Fgypr, out of
d of slavery.

ou shall have no other gods before me.

u shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything
ven. _above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5§ You
ot bow down to them or worship then; for 1, the LORD your
ajealous God, punishing the children for thc sin of the fathers
1rd and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showi ing
a t}lOUSSZ‘sd [generartions| of those who love me and keep my
dments.

ot shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the
vill not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

member the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you
or and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to
'D_vour God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor
or daughter, nor your manservant or maidserv ant, nor your
or the alien within your gates. 11 For in six da;s the LORD
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
eirholy.

ontor your father and your mother, so that you may live long
' he LORD your God is giving you.
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13 *You shall not murder.

14 “You shall not commir adultery.

15 *You shall not steal. :

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

17 “You shall not cover your neighbor’s house. You shall not ¢
your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox. g
key, or anything that belongs ro your neighbor.” i

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and hear
rrumper and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear,-

Leviticus 1

The Burnt Offering

1 The LORD called to Moses and spoke to him from the Teq
Meeting, He said, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: “Whe
of you brings an offering to the LORD, bring as your offering an anj
from either the herd or the flock.

3 “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is 100
male without defect. He must present it at the entrance to the Teny
Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD. 4 He is to°]
hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted o
behalf to make atonement for him. 5 He is 1o slaughter the young.
before the LORD, and then Aaron’s sons the priests shall brin
blood and sprinkle it against the altar on all sides at the entrance {
Tenr of Meeting. 6 He s to skin the burnt offering and cut it into pieg
7 The sons of Aaron the priest are to put fire on the altar and arrap,
wood on the fire. 8 Then Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrang
pieces, including the head and the far, on the burning wood thatis
the altar, 9 He is to wash the inner parts and the legs with water
the priest is to burn all of it on the altar. It is a burnt offering, an off
ing made by fire, an aroma pleasing to the LORD. .. *”

Psalm 23

A Psalm of David
1 'The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me liec down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quier waters,

3 he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
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hough I walk

gh the valley of the shadow of death,?
1] fear no evil,

ou-are with me;

rod and your staff,

-omfort me.

repare a table before me
resence of my enemies.
oint my head with oil;
cup overflows.

Ey goodness and love will follow me
the days of my life,

d 1 will dwell in the house of the LORD
orever.

[ hate, 1 despise your religious feasts;
annot stand your assemblies,

en though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings,
will not accepr them,.

hough you bring choice fellowship offerings,

will have no regard for them.

r-z’s_.u_}_éiy with the noise of your songs!
will not listen to the music of your harps.

ut let justice roll on like a river,
hreousness like a never-failing stream!”

Or throngh the darkest valley [Ed.]



