3
CONFUCIUS

The Analects, c. 479-221 B.C.E.

Creating and governing an empire requires ideas as much as sol;
and officials. The ideas of Confucius (551-479 s.c.e.), compilg
his death by his disciples in The Analects, played a crucial role in
governance of the Chinese Empire from at least che time of the
dynasty. Notice how the grear Han historian Sima Qian bega

previous selection with a quote from Confucius, Candidates fo
official positions in the empire studied the writings ateribut
Confucius in order to pass the civil service exams thart origi
the Han dynasty. In one sense this
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éh.e appeal of these ideas ro a Chinese emperor? Which ideas in
particular would be useful in gaverning the empire?

“The First Emperor of Qin who unified China was not 2 follower of
nfucius. in fact, at one point he had Confucian writings burned.
Why might an empire creator be less attracted to the ideas of
onfucius? Which ideas expressed in this selection might bother an
aggresswe conqueror?

HINK;NG HISTORICALLY

The: set of ideas that serve a particular political interest or function is
called an udeo!ogy Based on your reading of the previous chapter,
how was the ruling ideology of classical Greece different from that
nF‘Han China? How was the dominant Brahman Hindu ideclogy of
sssical India different from that of Han China? Is there an equiva-
‘modern American ideology that supports the gaovernment of the
United Stares in the world?

0 -Gc_ﬁ%er:irnent by Moral Force

] 'he Master [Confucius] said, “To rule a country of a thousand chari-
there.must be reverent attention to business, and sincerity; economy
enditure, and fove for men; and the emp[oy ment of the people at
roper seasons.”

II,:3. The Master said, “If the people be led by laws, and uniformity
_ght to be given them by punishments, they will try to avoid the leIllSh"*
, but have no sense of shame. If they be led by virtue, and uniformity
ht to be given them by the rules of propricty, they will have the sense
shame, and morcover will become good.”

11, 11. The Duke Ching, of Ch’i, asked Confucius about govern-
nt. .Confucius replied, “There is government, when the prince is
ce, and the minister is minister; when the father is father, and the son
7 “Good!” said the duke, “If, indeed; the prince be not prince, the
: StEr not minister, the farher nor father, and the son not som, alrhougi

__y revenue can | en;oy iw?”

t; say to killing the unpranczp%ed for the g,eod of rhe prsnup]ed‘”
nfucius replied, “Sir, in carrying on your government, why should vou
illing at all? Let your evinced desires be for what is good, and the
le will be good. The relation between superiors and inferiors is like
tween the wind and the grass. The grass must bend, when the wind

STUE )

X1, , 6. The Master said, “When a prince’s personal conduct is correct,
vernment is effective withour the issuing of orders. If his persoﬁal
“Uis not correct, he may issue orders, but they will not be followed.”
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XTI, 10. The Master said, “If there were (any of the princes) who wo
employ me, in the course of twelve months, I should have done someth
considerable. In three years, the government would be perfected.” "

XIIL, 11. The Master said, “'If good men were 1o govern a country
succession for a hundred years, they would be able to transform the violent]

bad, and dispense with capital punishments.” True indeed is this saying!”

On Public Opinion

I, 19. The Duke Ai asked, saying, “Whar should be done in order
secure the submission of the people?” Confucius replied, “Advance th
upright and set aside the crooked, then the people will submit, Adv
the crooked and set aside the upright, then the people will not submi
11, 20. Chi K’ang asked how to cause the people to reverence ‘thej
ruler, to be faithful to him, and to go on to nerve themselves to virt
The Master said, “Let him preside over them with gravity;——then th
will reverence him. Let him be filial and kind to all;— then they will
faithful ro him. Let him advance the good and teach the incompeten
then they will eagerly seek to be virtuouns.” K
X1, 7. Tsze-kung asked about government. The Master said, *
requisites of government are that there be sufficiency of food, sufficien
of military equipment, and the confidence of the people in their rule
Tsze-kung said, “If it cannot be helped, and one of these must be'd
pensed with, which of the three should be foregone first?” “The military
equipment,” said the Master. Tsze-kung again asked, “If ir canno
helped, and one of the remaining two must be dispensed with, whick
them should be foregone?” The Master answered, “Part with the foo
From of old, death has been the lot of all men; bur if the people have
faith in their rulers, there is no standing for the stare.” :



