hz_ég.avad Gita: Caste and Self,

avad Gita* is the best-known work in Hindu religious litera-
rt of a larger epic called the Mahabharata,! a story of two
ilies that may have had its origins in India as early as

he Bhagavad Cita is a phitosophical interlude that inter-
ry just before the great battle between the two families.
me fundamental questions about the nature of life, death,
per rehglous behavior. It begins as the leader of one of the
ies, Arjuna, asks why he should fight his friends and rela-

a;.who has taken the form of Arjuna’s charioteer.
Krsshna 5 answer? What will happen to the people ArJuna
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he refused to fight the battle? What does this selection tell you abour
Hindu ideas of life, death, and the self? :

THINKING HISTORICALLY

In some ways this work reconciles the conflic ins the Upanishads be-
tween caste and atman. Performing the dharma, or duty, of caste is
seen as a liberating act, Would the acceprance of this stary support
or challenge the caste system? Does this primary source support
MeNeill's interpretation of Indian society?

Lord Krishna

You grieve for those beyond grief,
and you speak words of insight;
but learned men do not grieve

for the dead or the living.

Never have I not existed,
nor you, nor these kings;
and never in the furure
shall we cease to exist.

Just as the embodied self

enters childhood, youth, and old age,
so does it enter another body;

this does not confound a steadfast man.

Contacts with matter make us feel
heat and cold, pleasure and pain.
Arjuna, vou must learn to endure
fleeting things~they come and go!

When these cannot torment a man,
when suffering and joy are equal
for him and he has courage,

he is fit for immortaliry.

Nothing of nonbeing comes to be,
nor does being cease to exist;

the boundary between these two
is seen by men who see realiry.

Indestructible is the presence
that pervades all this;



The Bhagavad Gita: Caste and Seif

pone can destrov
is unchanging reality.

fbﬁdias are known to end,

ut the embodied self is enduring,
ndestructible, and immeasurable;
therefore, Arjuna, ﬁght :he battle'

¢ who thinks this self a killer
nd he who thinks it kiiied

th fail to understand;’

oes not §<111 nor is it kllled

is not born,

oes not dies

‘having been,

it will never not be;
nborn, enduring,
constant, and pnmm’dmi
irisnot killed -

'§1€n the bodv is kllled

Arjuna, when a man knows the self

10 be indestructible, enduring, unborn,
unchanging, how does he kill

or.cause anyone to kill?

‘As a man discards
worn-cut clothes

tO put on new

and different ones,
so the embodled self

_ItS worn-out bOdlES
1o take on oter new oaes

-W’eapons do not (:ut _it,

fire does not burn i,
waters do not wet it,

wind does not wither it, "

It cannot be cut or burned;

it cannot be wet or withered;

it is enduring, all-pervasive,
fixed, 1mmovable and tlmeiess
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It is called unmanifest,
inconceivable, and immutable;
since you know that to be so,
you should not grieve!

If you think of its birth

and death as ever-recurring,
then too, Great Warrior,
you have no cause to grieve!

Death is certain for anyone born,
and birth is certain for the dead;
since the eycle is inevirable,
you have no cause to grieve!

Creatures are unmanifest in origin,
manifest in the midst of life,

and unmanifest again in the end.
Since this is so, why do you lament!

Rarely someone

sees it,

rarely another

speaks ir,

rarely anyone

hears it

even hearing it,

no one really knows ir.

The self embodied in the body
of every being is indestructible;
you have no cause to grieve

for all these creatures, Arjuna!

Look to your own duty;

do not tremble before ir;
nothing is better for a warrior
than a battle of sacred duty.

The doors of heaven open
for warriors who rejoice
to have a battle like this
thrust on them by chance.
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f you fail to wage this war

i.c}f sacred duty,

ou will abandon your own dury
,d fame only to gain evil.

-.Peop}e will tell

your undying shame,

d for 4 man of honor
ﬁme is worse than death.

ch|s next passage from the Bhagawd G:ta Knshna reveals a deeper
aning to-his message to Aquna Not: only must Arjuna act like a war-
F becatise zhat is his caste, but he must also act without regard to the
onsequences’ of his action. What does Krishna seem ro mean by this?
W does one do ! nothmg atall even when he ¢ engages inaction”?]

._Abaﬁdomng, attachmem to frmts _

action; always content, mdependent,
e does nothing at all ~ -
»en’when he engages m acmon.

incurs no guilt if he has no hcrpe
strains his thought and himself,
bandons possessions,

ﬂd performs actions with his body only.

'Comem with whatever comes by chance,
_e}(md dualities, free from envy,
impartial to failure and success,

‘he is not bound even when he acts.

When a man is unatrached and free,
is'reason -deep in knswle;ige,' e
ing Gnl} in sacrifice, ..
‘his iction is wholly dxssoived

1. devosed men baLi'lﬁCﬁ
to other deities with faith, -
ey sacrifice to me, Arj LIIIE!
owever aberram' the r:tes

m the enjoyer .
ndthe lord of all sacrificess
they_'do not know me m reaht),
nd so they fail.”
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Votaries of the gods go 1o the gods,
ancestor-worshippers go to the ancestors,
those who propitiate ghosts g0 10 them,
and my worshippers go o me.

The leaf or flower or fruit or water
that he offers with devotion,

'take from the man of self-restraint
in response to his devotion.

Whatever you do— whar you take,
what you offer, what you give,
what penances you perform—

do as an offering to me, Arjuna!

You will be freed from the honds of action,
from the fruit of fortune and misforrune;
armed with the discipline of renunciation,
your self liberated, you will join me.

I'am impartial to all creatures,

and no one is hateful or dear to me;
but men devored to me are in me,
and I am within them.

It he is devoted solely ro me,
even a violent criminal

must be deemed a man of virtue,
for his resolve is right.

His spirit quickens to sacred duty,
and he finds eternal peace;
Arjuna, know thar no one
devoted to me is lost.

If they rely on me, Arjuna,

women, commoners, men of low rank,
even men born in the womb of evil,
reach the highest way.

How easy it is then for holy priests
and devoted royal sages—

in this transient world of SOrrow,
devote yourself to me!
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‘Aristotle / The Athenian Constitution: Territoriat Sovereignty =

K €pfm€ in your mind and devorion,
acrifice to me, bow to me,

cipline yourself toward me,

ivou will reach me!

i .i'fmr, trans. John Warringron {Lendon? Diavid Camphbell Pubiishers, 1959).

trcer Aristotle, “The Athenian Constitution,” in Aristdtle, Politics, and the Athenan



