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obel Peace Prize Address, 1993

racy for South Africa meant racial democracy: political equality
all South Africans regardless of the color of their skin. |t meant the
f apartheid, a systern of legal racial segregation in jobs, housing,
ess to the political process. It meane the end of the political
ination of the 80 percent of South Africans who were black by the
ent who were white. I practice, it meant the defear of the white-
macist National Party that had ruled South Affica since 1948 and
ctory of the mainly black African National Congress party, led by
1 Mandela despite his imprisonment from 1962 to 1990.

change of this magnitude was made even more momentous by
ctthat it occurred relatively peacefully when National Party

cepiance Speech of the President of the African National Congress, Nelson
t the Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremeny: Oslo, Norway, December 10, 1993,
&_%_ﬂ nobelprize. oré,f’nobel_prlzcsipeacefl.mreath]}993fmaude§ -Jecrure. him!
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leader and South African president F. W. de Klerk’ re[eas"
from prisen in 1990 and scheduled eleciions thacwo 4
previously outlawed African National Congress Fof 1954
consequence, the Noble Peace Prize commitree awarde
prize jointly to Mandela and de Klerk. i
The Nobef Peace Prize is nat, of course, a democr
the realization of a political democracy in biack-majontygo
is what the Nobef committee celebrated. Mandelz. hu 54
the prize, knowmg the challenges that lay ahead jn g
cratic state in South Africa. What did he see as the ele
democracy he hoped to create? What were his goals? Wh
etements of democracy did he not include? Howwas s vis)
democracy different from that of Gorbachey? -

THINKING HISTORICALLY

The end of institutional racism in South Africa came abo
domestic protests, starting in the black rownship UFSc}w P
ateracted international arrention. Western campaigns to
South African goods and investments gained support
following decade. By the end of the Cold War, the su
communist white South Africa by the United States bex
sary as well as untenable. Thus, the Nobel Peace Prize ackns
both a national and an international achievernent. How does
dela recognize the national context of the South African de
revolution? How does he connect the arrival of democracy
Africa with the globa! development of democracy and h

Your Majesty the King,

Your Royal Highness,

Honourable Prime Minister,

Madame Gro Brundtland,

Ministers,

Membcrs of Parliament and Ambassadors, :
Esteemed Members of the Norwegian Nobel Commltte
Fellow Laureate, Mr. F. W. de Klerk,
Distinguished guests,

Friends, ladies and gentlemen:

1 am indeed truly humbled to be standing here today 10
year’s Nobel Peace Prize.

I extend my heartfelt thanks to the Norwegian Nob_el
elevating us to the status of a Nobel Peace Prize winner.
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d also like to rake this opporrunity o congrarul
lHow laureate, State President £ W, d
OnOUL

afe my compatriot
¢ Klerk, on his receipt of this

er, we jon two distinguished Sourh Africans, the late Chief Albert
i and His Grace Archbishop Desmond Turu, to whose seminal
butions to the peaceful struggle against the evil system of apartheid

d well-deserved eribute by awarding them the Nobel Peace Prize.

ot be presumpruous of us if we also add

name of another outstandine No

L

s among our predeces-
bel Peace Prize winner, the lare
American statesman and mternationalist, the Rev, Martin Luther

rappled with and died in the effort to make a conril
tsolution of the same great issues of the d
as South Africans.,

JUrion to
ay which we have had

ak here of the challenge of the dichoromies of war and peace, vio-
d non-vielence, racism and human dignity, oppression and re-
ort and fiberty and human rights, poverty and freedom from want.

and here today as nothing more than a representative of the mil-
of our people who dared ro rise up against a social svstem whose
ence is war, vielence, racism, oppression, repression and the im-
shment of an entize people.

o here today as a representative of the millions of people across
obe, the anti-apartherd movement, the governments and organisa-
a5 that joined with us, nor o fight against South Africa as a country
of irs peoples, but 1o oppose an inhuman system and sue for a

nd o the apartheid crime against humaniry,

untless human beings, both inside and outside our country, had
bility of spirit to stand i the path of tyranny and injustice, with-
ceking selfish gain. They recognised thar an in

Jry o one is an in-
all and therefore acred together in defence of justice and a
honhuman decency.

se’of their courage and persistence for many vears, we can, today,
he dates when al) humanity will join together to celebrate one
tstanding human vicrories of our Century.

b

that moment comes, we shall, together, rejoice in 2 common VICtOry
cism, apartheid and white minority rule.
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That triumph will inally bring to a close a history of Ev'e
of African colonisation that began with the estabhsh:mem
guese empire.

Thus, it will mark a grear step forward in history ap
common pledge of the peopies of the world to Eght
occurs and whatever guise it assumes.

At the southern tip of the continent of Africa, a rich r
mal\m;:,, an invaluable gift is in the preparation, for: th -
in the name of all humanity when they sacrificed everyth
erty, peace, human dignity and human fulfilment.

This reward will not be measured in money. Nor ca
the collective price of the rare metals and precious stones th
bowels of the African soil we tread in the footsteps of ou
will and must be measured b} the h'lppmess and welfar
at once the most vulnerable citizens in any society and theg
treasures.

The children must, ar last, play in the open veld, no-lon
the pangs of hunger or ravaged by disease or threatened v
of ignorance, molestation and abuse, and no longer require
in deeds whose graviry exceeds the demands of their te

In front of this distinguished audience, we commit the new.
to the relentless pursuit of the purposes defined in the Wi
on the Survival, Protection and Development of Childre

The reward of which we have spoken wilt and must also be
the happiness and welfare of the mothers and fathers of.
who must walk the earth without fear of being robbed, _1]&d
or material profit, or spat upon because they are beggars

They too must be relieved of the heavy burden of:despai
carry in their hearts, born of hunger, homelessness and

The value of thart gift ro all who have suffered will and must
by the happiness and welfare of all the people of ourc
have torn down the inhuman walls that divide them.

These grear masses will have turned their backs on'th:
human dignity which described some as masters and
and transformed each into a predator whose survwa depen;
destruction of the other.
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ue of our shared reward will and must be measured by the joytul
vhich will triumph, because the common humanity thar bonds
ack and whire into one human race, will have said to each one of
e shall ali ive like the children of paradise.

I we live, because we will have creared a society which recog-
hat all people are born equal, with each entitled in equal measure
iberty, prosperity, human rights and good governance.

ociety should never allow again that there should be prisoners of
1ce nor that any person’s human rights should be violated.

should it ever happen that once more the avenues 1o peaceful
are blocked by usurpers who seek ro take power away from the
le; in pursuit of their own, ignoble purposes.

i ro these matters, we appeal to those who govern Burma that
ase our fellow Nobel Peace Prize laureare, Aung San Suu Ky,
age her and those she represents in serious dialogue, for the ben-
I the people of Burma,

rav that those who have the power 1o do so will, withour farther
vermit that she uses her talents and energies for the greater good
ople of her country and humanity as 2 whole,

m the rough and tumble of the politics of our own country,

d like to take this opportunity to join the Norwegian Nobel
ittee and pay tribute to my joint faureate, Mr. £ W, de Klerk.

the courage to admit thar a terrible wrong had been done to our
d people through the imposition of the system of apartheid.

d the foresight to understand and accept thar all the people of
frica must, through negotiations and as equal participants in
cess, together determine what they want to make of rheir

are still some within our country who wrongly believe they can
ontribution to the cause of justice and peace by clinging to the
s that have been proved to spell nothing but disaster.

wur hope thar these, roo, will be blessed with sufficient reason
that history will not be denied and thar the new society cannof
by reproducing the repugnant past, however refined or entic-
ckaged.
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We live with the hope that as she battles to remake hey
will be like a microcosm of the new world thar is sr_n

This must be a world of democracy and respect fo
world freed from the horrors of poverty, hunger, de
rance, relieved of the threar and the scourge of civil w
aggression and unburdened of the great tragedy of milli
become refugees.

The processes in which South Africa and Southern :
engaged, beckon and urge us all that we rake this tic
make of this region a living example of whar all 1 peop
would like the world to be. : '

We do not believe that this Nobel Peace Prize 15 _iﬁtendétf'
dation for marters that have happened and passed,

We hear the voices which say thar it is an appeal frorna th
out the universe, who sought an end to the system of aparth

We understand their call, thar we devote whar rcmain's 0
of our country’s unigue and painful experience ro demonstrare
that the normal condition for human existence is democracy
non-racism, non-sexism, prosperity for everybody, a e
and equality and solidarity among the peoples.

Moved by that appeal and inspired by the eminen
upon us, we undertake that we too will do what we can to
the renewal of our world so that none should, in future be dese
the wretched of the earth.

Let it never be said by future generations that indifferenc
selfishness made us fail to live up to the ideals of hu:
Nobel Peace Prize encapsulates,

Let the strivings of us all prove Martin Luther ng]r 0
rect, when he said that humnmr} can no longer be tra
the starless midnight of racism and war.

Let the efforts of us all, prove that he was not'a ﬂie
spoke of the beaury of genuine brotherhood and peace be
ctous than diamonds or silver or gold.

Let a new age dawn!

Thank you.




