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U.S. Government Meeting Transcript and

‘Telegram on Military Coup in Argentina,
1976

On March 24, 1976, a right-wing military coup d'étar led by General
Jorge Videla overthrew the government of President tsabel Perén of
Argentina. Even before the coup, right-wing generals in the Argentine
military had secretly joined forces with other extreme anti-fefiists jn
Uruguay, Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, and Chile in “Operation Condor.”
Named after the national bird of Chile, Operation Condor was run
by the Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, who in 1973 had led a
- military coup against the government of Salvarore Allende, the first
+ legally elected socialist president in South America. Condor enabled
- Pinochet to seek out, abduct, torture, and kill those Chilean socialises
and their allies who were able to escape Chile in the aftermath of his
coup and bloody repression. Generals and right-wing politicians in
- ather “Southern Cone” countries of South America, especially in
Argentina and Uruguay, participated in the ailiance in order to get rid
of leftists in their own countries, These countries, internally divided
by huge economic disparities, had given birth to various socialist,
communist, and guerilla movernents, including the Tupamaros of
Uruguay and the ERP (Pecple’s Revolutionary Army} in Argentina,
The communist ERP Jaunched a guerlla campaign in 1969 against a
previous military dictatorship, continuing their attacks on the military
and carrying out bank robberies and kidnappings of the wealthy,
including foreign business execurives well into the 1970s.

In the “Dirty War” of state terrorism that followed, the police
and milicary targeted riot only communists but students, pacifists,
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Videla promised that “in order to guarantee the se rigy
the necessary people will die,” defining “subversives”.as
opposed the Argentine way of life.”* Estimartes of the ¢
peared” from 1975 to 1978 vary between 22,000 aj

Based on these two documents from March 1876 1
be the artitude of the United States toward the coupian
government? What appeared to be the concerns an
Unired States? Wouid you call the United States'ihvo'l
detached? Does it appear that the United States wasgI
Cold War or that the Argentine right wing was usi
States to accomplish its own objectives?

THINKING HISTORICALLY

The Dirty War of “disappearing” Argentines had alr _
the coup. To some degree, the coup occurred because Isabe

does Ambassador Hill mean by that, and how do th it
telegram support that judgment? What, accordmg 1o
two sides that Videla was moderating? What signs do you
Hill's suppart for the military coup? What words,p
passages in the telegram strike you as euphemismsthard
military violence? What examples of ideological Ianguage
find in this and the previous document? -

Secret Staff Meeting Transcript, Secretary of St
Kissinger, Chairman, March 26, 1976

SecreTary KissiNger - Bill?

Mg. RoGers  The chief negotiator in Panama has re
though for personal reasons he’s going to be succeede
ability, by Guerra, who’s a former Foreign Minister.

! John Simpson and Jana Beanett, The Disappeared and rl:e Mﬁtk
York: St. Martin's, 1985}, 75-76.
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assiveei I don't think Tack? is such a great loss, is he?
No, sir. It wouldn't scem thar way-—even in Panama,
Argenting, although the junta® has had some preity good
e’re wying to make wharever estimates we can abour
going to happen. We've asked both the Mission and Wash.
to do their own visualizations~—to compare them. But [
the preliminary estimate has got to be thar it going to go
1L This junta is testing the basic proposition that Argentina
overnable, so they’re going to succeed where everybody else
A think that’s a distinctly odds-on choice,
nk-we're going to ook for a considerahle effort to involve
ed States— particularly in the financial field, | think we're
ee 2 good deal—
ISSINGER  Yes, but that’s in our interest,
If there’s a chance of it succeeding and if they’re not ask-
o put too much up on the table. What we're going to try 1o
en and if they come up with such 2 pian, is what we were
o do abour six months ago. We had worked ouf as inter-
s.a sensible program for international assistance, using the
banks and monerary institutions,
Thether we can pull thar off again, I don’t know; bur I think
omng 1o hear from them very carly on in terms of financial

k also we've got to expect a fair amount of repression,
bly a good deal of blood, in Argentina before too long. 1
yire going to have to come down very hard not anly on
orists bur on the dissidents of trade unions and their parties.
KissiNGER  Bug—e
The point Pm making is that although they have good
day, the basic line of all the interference was they had to do
>she? couldn’t run the country, 5o I think the point is that
not at this moment to rush our and embrace this new
that three-six months later will he considerably less popu-
£ press.
SINGER - But we shouldn’t do the oppasite either.
h, nio; obviously nor.
Kby:: Whar do we say abour recognition?

Foreign minister Juan Antonio Tack; i 1974 jie
¢ Henry Kissinger on eight principles 0 s¢
= ; £ B

1 eliminare fncreasing

negatiated an agrecment
rve as a guide for 2 new rreary
conflict berween Panamanian nationakises ane the

ntof military efficers who seized power i a coup, (Ed.]
} Perdn of Argenting, [Ed.]
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Mgr. Rogers  Well, we're going to recognize this me
in response to their request for recognitio
the other countries of Latin America. But bEyQ
keep his mouth shur.

Secretary KissiNGer  Yes, but whar does that mean
ever chance they have, they will need a little encou
What is he telling them?

M=, ROGI—‘,RS What? Oh, nothing. He has not

appointment.
SECRETARY KissiNGER  Who? -
Mz. RoGers  Probably a fellow named Vanek. wh
with in the past. And if he is appeinted, the in
tion to work with him.
SecreTARY Kissinger  Bur can I see some insmi
going to tell Hill if somebody should come in
Mun. Rogers  Yes.
SecrRETARY KissiNGER  -—because | do want o enc'" ur
want to give the sense that they're harassed by.the
Mz, Rogers  No. What [ was basically LOHCEI’[lEd aho
stance was the public posture.
SECRETARY KissinGgsr | agree with that. ...

Telegram from U.S Ambassador to Argentma
Robert C. Hill, to Secretary of State Henry Kissi
March 30, 1976

1. Sumumary: It is too early to make any firmipr
final success of the experiment in govt undertaken b
on Mar 24. Even so, with Videla now named Pres
now named, it is perhaps a convenient moment to

term conclusions: a) Videla is at least for the tim
enough position to Leep the hardliners in checkta__nd_ m
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se an austerity program, labor reaction may stiffen, bur so far it
almost nonexistent; indeed, absenteeism reportedly ceased to
em almost the day afrer the coup. The USG® of course should
e overly identified with the Junta, but so long as the new gove
0'a moderate line the USG should encourage it by examining
etically any requests for assistance. End Surmmary,
oup d’etat which culminated during the early hours of Mar 24
nitely be judged as moderate in character. In their firgt
the three members of the Junra indicated they had taken
nly to save the country and thar their takeover was not direcred
sroup or sector. They did not attack the memory of Gen Peron,
say anything derogatory about Peronism or any other party.
arrested some high officials such as Raul Lastiri, Julio Gonzalez
arios Menem who are believed ro be guilty of malfeasance or
ower and they have rounded up a good number of suspected
Bur it is now clear that there have been no massive arrests. No
en put against a wall and no one has been pulled in simply
y-happened to be a Peronist or becanse they served in the fast
t.congressmen, governors and other deposed officials have
en told 10 go home. Mrs. Peron herself is in custody but clearly
oes not intend to make a martyr of her. If there is an investi-
her questionable acrivities, it will probably be a fair one, and if
wicted, her sentence is likely to be nothing more than exile.
many in the military would like ro put her on a plane to Madrid
out an investigation.
ral extreme lefr-wing parties, mostdy Trowskyite and Maoist in
n, have been banned, bur the charters of other parties, including
ox-Communist Party (PCA}, remain in force. Political activiry is
d temporarily and the various parties have had to remoye signs
is from their headquarters. Their organizations are intact, how-
eral of the Embuassy’s sources within the partics have expressed
limited political activity may resume within six months or so.
0t to the coup, there had been fears thar hardline commanders
might exceed their orders and arbitrarily shoot or arrest any
Peronist or lefist they did not like. As indicared above, how-
d not happen. Videla and his moderate colleagues kept the
ine. Further, the smoothness with which the coup was carried
he way in which it was accepted by the people did much to en-
simage. Probably at least for the next several months, there-
ition relative to that'of the hardliners will be averpowering,
nlikely that any of them would try to mave against him. If they
ould [ose. Thus, for now, Videla’s moderate policies seem safe.

ates Governmeny, [Fd.]
oring more violent repression of labor and lefisrs. [Ed]
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5. 1f fending off the hawks was Videla’s first cone
grips with the terrorists was his second. Indeed, i
the second outranks the first, but the new govt needed
base in order effectively to Lonfront the terrorists and
thought had to be for institutional unity. With that no
for the ime being, the Armed Forces have launched;
against the terrorists. Many suspected terrorists haye b
Widespread searches are being conducted and shifting
resulted in the caprure of several guerrillas in Cordoba

6. For their part, the guerrillas are likely to¢
run operanons such as today’s assassination of a'P
but they will probably keep a fairly low profile for the
Tactically, they will probably wanrt to get the lay of th
the military to drop its guard. Strategically, they pr
opinion will begin to swing against the military govrwithin
That would be the time to move. They may have some ¢
do, however, for so far the military have not beha
way the terrorists seem to have expecred. If Videla-can ha
erate course, the guerrillas may be surprised ro ﬁnd;
now that the govt continues to enjoy popular supp

7. Equally as pressing as the terrorist problem'is
omy. The govt has not yet had a chance to presentits pla
nomic team is now in place and looks impressiv
Embassy has had so far with Econ Min Martinez'de Hoz
assistants indicate they have a firm grasp of the proble
will have a practical approach to their so!utlon. Detai
economic program will follow ASAT. :

8. As encouraging as the new govt’s own performanc:
public reaction to it. Most Argentines were glad to be.rid
pathetically incompetent govt. But they did nor rush 1nio
cheer the Armed Forces or jeer the Peronists. They PpIo
Armed Forces have done, but they have some healt
have seen military govts start off well before, oniy o, fai
the road. They hope this one will be different and ar this p
to give it cheir support. But no one seems 1o exXpect mir
onie of the most mature phenomenon about this con;

9. Even Labor so far is quiescent. Absenteeism, for.
peared as a major problem on Mar 25. Many labo Jead
their peace with the military and are willing to cooperat

the Junta has handled Labor intelligently and with pru
the more corrupt labor leaders have been arrested
been lefi afone. The CGT” is intervened but mast unio
functioning more or less normally. The crunch, how

* General Confederation of Labor; includes most unions and worke
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vill nor until the gove introduces its ec
USTEriY Measures.
Position, This was probably the besr exccured and most civi-
P.-.ﬁ Argentine history. It was unigue in other ways too. The US
cen accused of being behind jt, except by Nuestra Palabra® the
the PCA. The Embassy hopes to keep it that way. Cleasly, we
become overly identified with the Junra, Thar would not be
heir or for us. Nonetheless, Argentina’s best interests, and OLrs,
uccess of the moderate gove now led by Gen Videla. He has a
nilling Argentina together again, stopping terrorism and getting
my going. His gove, moreover, has promised to solve quickly our
nyestment problems (Exxon, Chase Manhartan, Standard Flec-
and to bring about a better climate in general for foreign invest-
ild Videla’s govt fail, that might on the one hand open the door
liners, who would rerurn Argentina to the polarization of the
ho, being more nationalistically inclined than the moderates,
take as favorable an artrude toward the US and US invest
n-the other side, Videla's faslure could also bring abour condi-
which the extreme lefr might have an opportunity to make a
er, which would clearly run contrary ro all our interests,
ws, while we should move discreetly and keep our distance,
Id also, so long as the Videla govt sticks to a moderate course,
hetically on any requests for assistance i may direct to us.

on program and begins

¢ Comumunist Party periodical, [Fd ]

aviet premier Alexsi Kosygin and
wnister Nur Mohammed Taraki, March 18, 1979, Cold War International
Bulletin, Issues 89, Winrer 1996/1997, 14548, Available ar hrip:#
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