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ent Truman’s Announcement of

ropping of an Atom Bomb on
shima, 1945

Id War Il the aerial bombing of civilian populations became
ingly'common. A war thac began far the British in a Nazi

‘of bombs and missiles on London, and that began for the
fates in a Japanese air attack on the naval base ar Pearl Harbor,
Aconclusion with an increased intensity of allied aerial
ks.on the populated cities of Germany and Japan, In February of
300 U.S. and British bombers dropped 3,900 ronis of

s on the medieval German city of Dresden, unleashing a
mthat cleimed tens of thousands of lives. Tokyo was bombed
ghout the war, but in March of 1945, a single bombing run of

long-range 8-29s took well over a hundred thousand lives.
ndiof the war 50 percent of Tokyo, the most densely
ared city in the world, had been leveled, an area that had once
sed one and a half miltion people. By the summer of 1945, a new
gépon was about to harness the atom for even greater

i3 .
5. effort to make an atomic bomb had been a secret wartime
ect, begun initially by President Franklin D. Roosevelt ot of fear
many was already developing one. Work continued in 1 545,
he death of Roosevelt in April and the surrender of Germany
as the United States and its ailies turned their attention to
ing the Japanese in the Pacific. President Truman was also inter-
the propaganda value of the bomb to ward off possible Soviet

et by the President Announcing the Use of the A-Bomb at Hiroshima,™
htipafiwws '.trum;mhbmx}',org/cal:ndar/viewpapurs.php?pid:IOO.
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intentionis in China and Japan. On August 6, 1945 1]
dropped the world’s first atomic bomb on the city of H
Japan. Three days larter, a second atomic bomb was dri
lapanese city of Nagasaki. On August 15, Japan surrend

This selection is President Truman’s address afterthe
Hiroshima. What reasons does he give for the use of st
How does he refate the atomic bomb to the use of oth
war? How does he relate it to the issue of peace?

THINKING HISTORICALLY

President Truman was aware there would be contre
use of an atomic bomb. He had received a petition fror
scientists urging him to first demonstrare the power
the Japanese by exploding it in an uninhabited 4
secretary of war Stimson compare the army’s impre
high civilian casualries to Nazi atrocities. On'thevery da
order to drop the bomb, July 25, 1945, he wro
told the Sec. of War, Mr. Stimson, to use it so that
and soldiers and sailors are the target and not wome)
The target wilt be a purely milizary one.”” However.
tained no such language. i
What signs do you see in this announcement of an of.
ter some of these concerns? How might Truman‘have s
self from recognizing some of the consequences

Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one honi
an important Japanese Army base. That bomb::
20,000 tons of TN.T. It had more than rwo th
power of the British “Grand Slam” which is the:large
used in the history of warfare.

The Japanese began the war from the air atP
been repaid many fold. And the end is not yet: With
now added a new and revolutionary increase in ides
ment the growing power of our armed forces. In thei
bombs are now in production and even more P
development. Priiad

It is an atomic bomb. It is a harnessing ‘of th
unjverse. The force from which the sun draws.
agatnst those who brought war to the Far Eas

Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientist
retically possible to release atomic energy. Butnoo

""Truman quoted in Robert H. Ferrell, Qff the Rec.'::u_;d. oy
8. Truman (New York: Harper and Row, 1980), 55-56. :



ng it. By 1942, however, we knew thar the Germans were
rishly to find a way to add atomic energy to the other en-
with which they hoped to enslave the world. Bur they failed.
rateful to Providence that the Germans got the V-1% and the
in limited quantities and even more grateful thar they did
omic bomb ar all,
attle of the laboratories held fateful risks for ys as well as the
it, land and sea, and we haye now won the bartle of the
we have won the other battles.
11940, before Pear] Harbor, scientif
ooled berween the Unired States and Grear Britain, and
helps to our victories have come from thar arrangement,

neral policy the research on the atomic bomb was begun.
ican and British scientists work

<ing together we entered the
ry agamnst the Germans,
ed States had available the large number of scientists of
i the many needed areas of knowledge. It had the tremen-
and financial resources necessary for the project and they
ted to it without undue impairment of other vital war
United States the laboratory work and the production
hich a substantial starr had already been made, would be
enemy bombing, while at that rime Brirain was exposed
‘attack and was stifl threatened with the possibility of
hese reasons Prime Minister Churchill and President
reed that it was wise o carry on the project here, We now
rplants and many lesser works devored ro the production
ver. Employment during peak construction numbered
ver 65,000 individuals are even now engaged in operating
ny have worked there for two and a half vears. Few know
been producing. They see Ereat quantities of marerial
hey see tothing coming out of these plants, for the physical
plosive charge js exceedingly small, We have spent two
n'the greatest sctentific gamble in history —we won.
est marvel is not the size of the ente
the achievement of scientific brains |
plex pieces of knowledge held by
1o a workable plan. And har
1ty of industry to design, and of |
thods to do things never done before so that the brain
linds came forth in Physical shape and performed as it
:do. Both science and industry worked under the di-
United Srates Army, which achieved 4 unique success in
Yerse a problem in the advancement of knowiedge in an
time. Ir is doubtfu) if such another combination could
in the world, Whar has been done is the greatest

¢ knowledge useful

Eprise, its secrecy,
n putting together
many men in different
dly less marvelous has
abor to operate, the ma-
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achievement of organized science in history. It wa
sure and without failure. :
We are now prepared to obliterate more rapad]y an
productive enterprise the Japanese have above gr
destroy their docks, their factories, and their:co
be no mistake; we shalf complertely destroy Japan’s poy
It was ro spare the Japanese people from v
ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. h
rejected that ultimatum.® If they do not now accept i
expect a rain of ruin from the air, the hke of wh1 '

such numbers and power as they have not yer.:seen'ﬁﬁd
skill of which they are already well aware. .

The Secretary of War, who has kepr in perso I m
of this project, will immediately make publi
details.

1nsrallat10n near Sanra Fe, New Mexico. Altho gl
sites have been makmg materials to be used in pr d'

yond that of many other occupations, for theu
of their safety.

understanding of nature’s forces. Atomic energy may
ment the power that now comes from coal, ofl,'and |
present it cannot be produced on a basis to cdmpete
cially. Before that comes there must be a Iong perio

edge Normally, therefore, everything about r_h
ergy would be made publlc

utter destruction.” [Ed.]
3 Japan wanted the canditien thar it could keep the |
allowed). [Ed.]



