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S
DR. ROBERT WILSON |
Letters from Nanking, 1937-1938

In 1946 the American-led Internasional Military Trbunal.
East brought charges against the defeated lwane Matsu
Commander of the Japanese Shanghai Expeditionary-Fc
was afready being called “the Rape of Nanking.” Mats
with leading an army char systematically kifled 200,000 defer
Chinese civilians, committed 20,000 cases of rape, and sto
burned much of the property in the city. :

Source: Documents on the Rape of Nartking, ed. Tirmothy Brook (AnuA
Michigan Press, 1999), 210-1 I, 214-17, 250-54. :
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rr Witson was one of three American medical doctors,
surgeon, who remained at the tniversisy Hospital in
en.the Chinese defenders retreated and Japanese troops
th ;fity in December, 1937. He wrote these letrers to his
afrer he realized he wouldn't be abfe to mail them, as a
of events berween December 1937 and March 1938,
es Wilson’s diary te!l you abous the fapanese accupation
ggIWhat does it eell you about Japanese forces? What are
=710 the midst of war?

G HISTORICALLY

e difficult to get inta the shoes, much less the minds, of
enese troops from the viewpoint of a single American ob-
cvertheless, how might Robert Wilson account for their be-
ow'do you make sense of it?

e_k':_émber 14

ay morning the 13¢h, exactly four months after the trouble
nghat, the Japanese entered the ciey by several gates ar
me in Hoping Men {Gate] in the north and sorne in Hansi
ighna Mens in the west and south-east respectively. By night
iplete control of the city and numerous Japanese flags flew
laces including their former embassy.
remaining population of Nanking, some 150 or 200 thou-
luals, were crowded into the zone I have described carlier as
one. The International Committee! are doing a tremendous
hem and there is no doubt but that they have saved thousands
their efforts, At the last moment thousands of Chinese sol-
away their uniforms and equipment and donned looted civil-
nd crowded into the zone. Handling them is a grave problem
ubly ‘grave has it become since the Japanese have not been
Tounding them up by the hundreds and shooring them,
adies in the conveniently handy dugouts built for air-raid

20 who shows no signs of fear and goes quietly abour his
he daytime seems relatively safe. Nobody is safe at night.
Ar. Chi, architect for the university and lefr behind to look
dings as best he could, was only saved from shooting by the
of Charlie Riggs, who stoutly maintained thar Chi was his

ean {including German) and North American governors of the Internarional
). [Ed.|
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coolie.” They then came over to our place wizh: anothe
sity seaff man, Mr. Ku, and all three stayed the nig
up in the living room. Steele of the Chicago Daily N,
and we totalled eleven people sleeping on the':m infl
I completely lost track of the innumerable Chinese t
ment. The servants are rightly scared to death. To f
more or less as it began, any civilian thar shows: ‘sign
run away is promptly bayonetted. T sewed up one s
afternoon and we have had several dozen cases of b
This morning we were treated to a thorough: thoush
spection by thirty or so Japanese rroops with fixed ba
nco everything. [Dr. James] McCallum, [Dr. C.S.] T
them around and they would jabber away in Japanes
jabber away in both Chinese and English and neithe
the other was saying. They lined up some of the nurs
their pens, flashlights and wrist watches. They did
looting the nurses” dormitory, taking all kinds of per
there has been no physical violence done to any of our :

Wednesday, December 15

. The slaughter of civilians is appalling. 1 could g£00
of cases of rape and brurality almost beyond belief, Tw
cases are the only survivors of seven streer cleaners who
their headquarters when Japanese soldiers came in
reason and killed five of their number and wounded the
their way to the hospital. I wonder when ic will smp and
to catch up with ourselves again.

Saturday, December 18

Today marks the sixth day of the modern Dant
huge Jerters with blood and rape. Murder by the whole:
the thousands of cases. There seems to be no stop to the
atavism of the brutes. At first I tried to be pleasant.
arousing their ire but the smile has gradually worn of
fully as cool and fishy as theirs.

Tonight as | came back from supper to stay here for
three soldiers had ransacked the place. Miss [Iva] H
nied them to the back gate. Two of them arrived and th
appeared. He must be hiding somewhere around the plac

*Word used for usually Chinese workers. [Ed.]
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5 ourside stating in no uncertain terms thar this was a Bei-
1 [American hospital]. How do you like that? The owo that
lowed themselves to be led our. They had taken Miss Hynds®
everal other watches and founiain pens as well.,
L;"ounr some instances occurring in the Jast two days. Lasrt
e of one of the Chinese staff members of the university was
d two of the women, his refatives, were raped. Two girls
re raped to death in one of the refugee camps. In the Univer-
School where there are 8,000 people the Japs came in ten
eht, over the wall, stole food, clothing, and raped until they
3'=_They bayonerted one little boy, killing him, and I spent an
If this morning patching up another little boy of eight who
yonet wounds including one that penetrared his stomach, a
mentum was outside the abdomen. I think he will live.
ok time out because the third soldier had been found. He
fourth floor of the nurses’ dormitory where there were fifreen
ere scared within an inch of their lives. I don’t know how
ddone before 1 arrived but he didn’t do anything afrerwards.
ich or rwo and was starring off with one of the girls’ cam-
ed for him to give it back to her and ro my surprise he
then accompanied him to the front door and bade him 2 fond
Inforrunately he didn’t ger the swifr kick thar 1 mentally aimed
ne of the earlier ones was toying around with a racher formi-
ng pistol which 'm thankful he didn’t use.
T rreated roday had three bullet holes. He is the sole survi-
oup of eighty, including an eleven year old boy, whe were led
uildings within the so-called safety zone and taken into the
Tiber Road and there slaughtered. He came to after they
ound the other seventy-nine dead about him. His three bul-
are not serious. To do the Japanese justice there were in the
x-soldiers,
‘have is a half-wir with some sort of birth injury, I believe,
ave any more sense than to claw at a Japanese soldier who
vay her only bedding. Her reward was a bayonet thruse
e muscles of one side of her neck.
il of seventeen has a terrific gash in her neck and is the
of her family, the rest of them were finished off, She was
the International Export Coinpany.
he hospital for supper after finishing my rounds on the 150
under my care, the full moon was rising over Purple Moun-
as indescribably beautiful, and yet it looked down on a Nan-
s more desolate than it has been since the Taiping Rebellion
Vine-tenths of the city are totally deserted by Chinese and
oving bands of plundering Japanese. The remaining tenth
most two hundred thousand terrified citizens.
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Last night [Plumer] Mills, [Lewis] Smythe an
over in Fitch’s car to escort Mills to Ginling [College
holds the fort there with several thousand womes. ¢
front gate they were held up by a patrol of Japanes
mand of a pugnacious, impudent lieutenant, He Jina
side and Miss Vaurrin, Mrs. Chen [Shui-fang} an
nem on the other side. He snatched the hats off th
everyone off the place including the women. Fiteh 1o
have a place for them 10 stay but he insisted, The
when he ordered them back again and again harang
minutes, finally sending the men back where they cam
tearned thar while this was going on some Japane
over the wall and helped themselves to sixteen wome

The population faces famine in the near farure nd
sion for winter’s fuel. It is not a pleasant winter th; Ve
It 1s too bad thar the newspaper reporters left on the a
of two days or so larer when they could have been ore de
reports of the Reign of Terror., .

Another interruption to usher two Japanese soldiers:af
As 1 probably won’t get much sleep tonight ] had
dressed to get what I can. :

Thursday, February 10

[. . .1 The proportion of medical [to] surgical cases at the hosp
increasing so that now Trim has abour 50 patients to'm
the first time I wene to our regular surgical clinic ar 2'p.
operative schedule ar 3:30. T shall try o continue thar as th,
tainly needs a guiding hand and there have been a lot of co
the way people are being treated there. This afternoon a wg
with her face badly burned. She had returned to her home, or
of the Japanese, four days ago. Several Japanese soldiers p
the house and demanded girls. She had only one 11 ye:
12 year old and as these did nor satisfy the soldiers they
house burning up the 11 year old girl in the building

We are gerting a large number of women from 16
them nice looking girls who are ridden with venereal dis
quent raping. All of them have gonorrhea, most have syphi
proportion have chancroid as well. That aspect of the clis
a heartbreaking one. It doesnt take long for any remote re
Japanese soldiers to evaporate permanently. S

When our two cases of beri-beri showed up the other
immediate action and a boat is starting from Shanghai rom
100 tons of green beans. We hope to cur down any furth
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ried my first heterogeneous skin graft using pinch grafrs
o'his daughter. The graft looked fine today bur it is much
1. This afternoon I admitted a horribly burned little girl who
off her lower abdomen and anrerior thighs. It happened six
mother had pur on a concoction of mice boiled in oil and
1d to give the child a general anaesthesia to clean it up. Her
een shot offhand by the Japs abour a month ago and the
ot been able to give the child the attention she wanted to,
“to the tune of Jap airplanes and hear them all day long,
d then we think some Chinese planes come o the outskirts
o direct confirmation except occasional radio reports from

bruary 13

we finally had the members of the Japanese Embassy to
f the four came, the fourth having celebrated the previous
orously. The previous day was the Anniversary of the found-
npire. Mssrs. Fukui, Fukuda and Kasuya were the guests.
ccellent radio upstairs and played some classical records for
citled the problem of what to talk about by finding thar two
} bridge so that a bridge game was quickly organized.
da playing Riggs and Fukui, Unforrunately they stayed
cen so that we didn't ger any of the news broadeasts. Ordi-
o Manila at 8:50, Hongkong at 9:30 and Shanghai ar
onally London at 6:00 and row and then Melbourne or
acé that happens to be giving the news.

eerful tale came to my actencion vesterday. Two weeks
ese soldiers entered the rown of Liutangchiao some miles
ourtown. They proceeded with their usual system of rape
nie of the men in the town organized some resistance and
soldiers, the other three getting away. The three soon
several hundred who quickly threw a cordon around the
: 500 inhabitants, it had only about 300 at the time.
¢ all tied together in groups of six o eight and thrown in
They then leveled the town so that there wasn’t 2 wall
Story was told me by a man who had gone from Nanking
4 village just beyond Liulangchiao. He talked with the
mhabitants of the surrounding territory and saw the ruins.
16 passed rwo soldiers on sentry duty at Yuhwarai just
th'Gate. He was with his wife and child. They had passed
bour fifty yards when one of them casually shot in their
uller going through his flank but fortunately nor entering
- e is anxious to get our and rerurn to Tanyangchen,
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Only tonight four Jap soldiers came in and robbed se
the University Library ar the point of pistols of several hundy
['guess the millennium is not here ver, :

March 7

[ ..] The fall of Nanking on December 13 was immeasurab]
by the incompetence and defection of Tang Sheng-chih wha
posed to coordinate the defence. | shall nor go into details'on
but will some day when the opportunity affords. If anyone h;
tioned o us on December 12 that the entry of the Japanese woulg
signal for a reign of terror almost beyond description we W
laughed ar their fears. We had urged our Chinese staff to stay i
belief that, once the much vaunted Japanese Imperial army ha
control, lives would be safe and, while there mighr be some interfe;
i the conduction of affairs, it would be only petty annoyances'and
we need not be overconcerned. .
When the mass murder, rapine, looting and arson began
afrer the entry of the Japanese troops we at first could not belies
eves but were effectively convinced in a very short time. We had ex
enced no trouble whatever ar the hands of Chinese soldiers even durig
the night of December 12 when tens of thousands of them srr_é_a_r_:n_
northward through the city to their staughter ar Msia Kwan. Ity
that they had burned some of the buildings just outside of the city'y
i preparation for a defence of the walls that was never made, but ot
side of thar and the burning of the Ministry of Communications, whie
burned on December 12th and therefore was presumably burned
Chinese, no destruction was carried out,
The Red Swastika Society’ has for the last month been feverishl
burying bodies from all pars of the ciry outside the zone and from th
surrounding countryside. A conservative estimate of the numbe
people slaughtered in cold blood is somewhere about 166,000, includin
of course thousand of soldiers thar had thrown down their arms. A'fe
pitiful survivors of many of the mass murders managed to get to the
hospital to tell their rale. T will record only one incident to ilfustrate.
At the University where the haphazard registration was going oo
the twenty thousand people occupying the new library and compoung
and the main University buildings and compound, speeches were made
urging all those that had been connecred with the military to acknowl
edge it. They were promised that if they did so they would be made into
labor gangs and their lives would be spared. If they did not acknowledge.
it and for any reason the Japanese suspected they had been connected .

*Nagi German imitation of Red Cross Society, {Ed.|
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he military they would be summarily shor. Abour two hundred
forward and gave themselves up. I treared several survivors of thar
g;‘_'Tﬁey were separated into several gangs and joined with hundreds
chers picked up elsewhere. One bunch was taken into the hills be-
Ginling College, 2 few machine guns sprayed on them, several gal-
f gasoline doused over their heads and they were set afire. Two
ors later died in the hospital burned almost beyond recognirion,
ot even having been hit by the machine guns, and the other having
W T0T Oper.

Source: “Statement by the President Announcing the Use of the A-Bomb ar Hirashima,”
Truman Library, hrop:ffu wwrremardibrary org/ealendar/viewpapers.phppid=100.




