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War and Revolution, 1917

One of the great casualties of the First World Warwas
Empire, including the czar, his family, many of th m
class, and its centuries-old autocraric system. Thi
simply too much for Russian society to bear, The d
the army and civilian society, along with the overwheln
war, fueled uprisings among civilians and the army,
Nicholas I was forced to abdicate in February of 191
government that emerged, under Alexander Kérehs_ky;
to satsfy the growing demands of peasants, velera
workers for “land, peace, and bread,” a sloga'n'_th'a_t
(1870-1924) and the communists exploited, sac
power from the moderate parliamentarians in'Oc
As a Marxist, Lenin believed thar he could establis
society in Russia, but he argued that Russian c'dndmon (s
economic underdevelopmient; the devastation of wars
of Europe, the United States, and Russian noble:
made a democratic transition impossible, Accordi
appainted government acting in the interests of th
the only way to a socialist Soviet Union, Lenin called th
“the dictatorship of the proletariat.” Lenin delivered hi
Revolution” address in May of 1917, during the fate
foliowed the liberal February revolution and precede
revolution in October. How did Lenin view the First:W
Russia’s continued participation in it? What did he h
plish in the summer of 19172 How did he hope to 2
maost important news for Russia’s allies, England a;
summer of 1917 was the United States’ entry into th
behalf. What was Lenin’s reaction to this development

Source: V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, 4th English ed. (Moscow
24:398-423. :
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‘HISTORICALLY

Lenin, what were the causes of the First World War?

d he believe to be the main cause of the Russian revolution
irred in February? Whart were the conszquences of that revo-
.t did ke chink would be the causes of a new revoiution in

e‘at present 1s primarily two leagues, two groups of

. We have before us all the world’s grearest capitalist
m, France, America, and Germany—who for decades
pursued a policy of incessant economic rivalry aimed at
d supremacy, subjugating the small nations, and making
ienfold profits on banking capital, which has caught the
din'the net of its influence. That is whar Britain’s and Ger-
esreally amounceo. . . .

cies show us just one thing— continuous economic rivalry
rld’s two greatest giants, capiralist economies. On the
have Bricain, a country which owns the greater part of the
ntry which ranks first in wealth, which has created this
much by the labour of its workers as by the exploitation
lecolonies, by the vast power of its banks which have de-
he head of all the others into an insignificantly small group
r or five super-banks handling billions of rubles, and han-
n such a way that it can be said withour exaggeration that
patch of land in the world today on which this capital has
vy hand, not a parch of Jand which British capital has not
by a'thousand threads. . . .
other hand, opposed to this, mainly Anglo-French group,
er group of capitalists, an even more rapacious, even
ry-one, a group who came to the capitalist banqueting
the sears were occupied, but who introduced into the
ethods for developing capitalist production, improved
nd superior organization, which turned the old capitalism, the
he free-competition age, into the capitalism of giant rrusts,
d.carrels. This group introduced the beginnings of stare-
italist production, combining the colassal power of capi-
he colossal power of the state into a single mechanism and
- of millions of people within the single organization of state
te is econormic history, here is diplomatic history, covering
» from which no one can get away. It is the one and only
toa proper solution of the problem of war; it leads you to the
that the present war, 100, is the outcome of the policies of the
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classes who have come to grips in ir, of the tWo supr
long before the war, had caught the whole world,
net of financial exploitation and economically i
among themselves. They were bound ro clash, be
this supremacy, from the point of view of capital
mnevirable. , .,

The present war is a continuation of the policy.
shooting down of whole narionalities, of un elis
committed by the Germans and the British in Africa 4
and the Russians in Persia—which of them committed
to say. It was for this reason that the German capiral;
them as their enemies. Ah, they said, you are strong |
But we are stronger, therefore we have the same “<3
der. That is what the real history of British and Germ
the course of several decades preceding the war amoun
the history of Russo-German, Russo-British,
relations amounts to. There you have the clue to an:
what the war is about. That is why the story that is o1
cause of the war is sheer duplicity and humbug. F BE
finance capital, the history of how this war had |
issuc of redivision, they present the matter fike this: Ty
living at peace, then one attacked the other, and the 6th
All science, all banks are forgotten, and the peoplesiare
arms, and so are the peasants, who know nothing aboy

What revolution did we make? We overthrew Nichola
tion was not so very difficult compared with one that w
thrown the whole class of landowners and capiralisy
revolution pur in power? The landowners and capirali
same classes who have long been in power in Europe,
Russian revolution has not altered the war, but it h
tions which exist in no other country and were seldom .
tions in the West. . . . We have all over Russia a nerwork
Workers’, Soldiers’, and Peasants” Deputies. Here 1
has not said its last word yer. . ..

In the rwo months following the revolurion thelin
robbed the whole of Russia. Capiralists have made s ggerirn
financial report tells you that. And when the workers, two mi
revolution, had the “audacity” to say they wanred to lix
beings, the whole capitalist press throughout the count

On the question of America entering the war.I shal
argue that America is a democracy, America has th
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v was abolished there half a century ago. The anti-slave
,ﬁ{'jx-z 1865, Since then multimillionaires have mushroomed.
the whole of America in their financial grip. They are mak-
1o subdue Mexico and will inevitably come ro war with Japan
rve-up of the Pacific. This war has been brewing for several
All literature speaks abour it. America’s real aim in entering
to prepare for this future war with Japan. The American
enjoy considerable freedom and it is difficult 1o conceive
ding for compulsory military service, for the serting up of an
uing any aims of conquest—a struggle with Japan, for in-
he Americans have the example of Europe to show them what
to. The American capiralists have stepped into this war in
have an excuse, behind a smoke-screen of lofty ideals champi-
rights of small nations, for building up a strong standing

f millions of people are facing disaster and death; safeguarding
rests of the capitalists is the last thing that should bother us. The
ut is for all power to be transferred o the Soviers, which rep-
majority of the population. Possibly mistakes may be made in
5. No ane claims that such a difficult task can be disposed of
We do not say anything of the sort. We are told thar we want
rto be in the hands of the Soviets, but they don’t want it. We
ife’s experience will suggest this solution to them, and the whole
will see thar there is no other way our, We do not want a “sei-
power, because the entire experience of past revolutions teaches
he only stable power is the one that has the backing of the ma-
he population. “Seizure” of power, therefore, would be adven-
nd our Party will not have it. . . .

hing but a workers’ revolution in several countries can defeat
he war is not a game, it is an appalling thing taking a toll of
flives, and it is not to be ended easily.
The war has been brought about by the ruling classes and only a
nof the working class can end it. Whether you will get a speedy
ot depends on how the revolution will develop.
natever seatimental things may be said, however much we may be
usend the war immediately ~—this cannot be done withour the
pment of the revolution. When power passes to the Soviets the
t5 will come our against us. Japan, France, Brirain—the govern-
fall countries will be against us. The capitalists will be agains,
vorkers will be for us. Thar will be the end of the war which the
ists started. There you have the answer to the question of how to
var,




