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the Allied Powers, were fater joined by Iraly, Greece, Japan;
United Srates. We compare views across the ﬂcmramona! d
as from the trenches and government offices.

B THINKING HISTORICALLY

Understanding Causes and Consequences

From 1914 to 1920, the greatest divide was the war EESEIf lt
the end of one era and the beginning of another. Few events ha
the participants with such a profound sense of fundamental’ chang
And so our study of the war is an appropriate place to ask WO
universal questions of major historical change: Whar caused’
were the consequences?

The causes are those events or forces that came before; th co
quences are the results, what the war itself prompted to occur,
causes and consequences are part of the same continuum, Sl W
must remember that not everything that happened before the w
a cause of the war. Similarly, not everything that happened aften
was a result of the war.

In this chaptu‘ we explore specific ideas about cause and conse
quence. Our goal is not to compile a definitive list of cither but.
to explore some of the ways that historians and thoughtful scade
make sense of the past,

1
DAVID FROMKIN

Europe’s Last Summer, 2004

The author, a modern lawyer and historian, has written extensively on
the Middle East as it was shaped by the First World War. In his boo
Europe’s Last Summer, subtitled “Who Started the Great War in
19147," he argues that Germany most wanted the war. In this sele
tion from that work, he discusses three of the background causes oF
the war: imperialism, social-class conflices, and nationalism. Accord-
ing to Framkin, how did the clash of empires become more severe in
the last decade or so of the nineteenth century? How did domestic
social conflicts increase the chances of war? How did nationalism
undermine the European peace?

Source: David Fromkin, Enrope’s Last Stsoner (New York: Vintage Books, 20033, 17-2
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INKING HISTORICALLY

e the development of imperialism, social-class conflicts, and
tionalism are often counted as background causes of World War i,
reis litcle agreement ameng historians as to which of the three is

- most important, What factors would you weigh or whar ques-

ns would you ask to make such a determination? Secondly, histo-
; might argue that there were other background causes. Even in
‘brief selection, Fromkin touches on other changes in Europe that
ght be considered background causes. What are these? How

pires Clash

tart of the twenrtieth century Europe was at the peak of human
mplishment. In industry, technology, and science it had advanced be-
all previous societies. In wealth, knowledge, and power it exceeded
civilization that ever had existed.

urope is almost the smallest of the continents: 3 or 4 million square
.in exrent, depending on how you define its eastern frontiers. By
ast, the largest continent, Asia, has 17 million square miles. Indeed,
geographers viewed Europe as a mere peninsula of Asia.

et, by the beginning of the 1900s, the Great Powers of Europe—a
andful of countries—had come to rule most of the earth,. Beoween
temn, Austria-Hungary, France, Germany, Grear Britain, Italy, and Russia
unated Europe, Africa, Asia, the Pacific, and even substantial parts
he Western Hemisphere. Of what lirtle remained, much belonged to
s powerful European states: Belgium, Holland, Portugal, and Spain.
en al] of its empires were added together, Europe spanned the globe.
But the European empires were of greatly unequal size and strength,
mbalance that led to instability; and as they were rivals, their lead-
were continuously matching them against one another in their
5, trying to guess who would defeat whom in case of war and with
vhom, therefore, it would be best to ally. Military prowess was seen as
preme value in an age that mistakenly believed Charles Darwin’s
ival of the fittest 1o refer to the most murderous rather than (as we
ow understand it) to the best adapted.

The British Empire was the wealthiest, most powerful, and largest of
he Great Powers. It controlled over a quarter of the land surface and a
uarter of the population of the globe, and its navy dominated the world
cean that occupies more than 70 percent of the planet. Germany, a
ewly creared confederation led by militarist Prussia, commanded the
ost powerful land army. Russia, the world’s largest country, a back-
‘ard giant that sprawled across rwo continents, remained an enigmas
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enfeebled by a war ir lost to Japan in 1904-035, and b
1905, it turned irself around by industrializing and armj
backing from France. France, despite exploiting
ger was a match for Germany and therefore bac
weight to Teutonic power. The Dual Monarch
ruled a variety of narionalities who were restless and
Italy, a new starte, as a latecomer aspiring to tz
powers, hungered ro be treated as an equal.
It was commonly believed ar the time thar 'th
greatness for European powers was through the acquist
nies. The problem was that the Great Powers alr.
of the world that there was lictle left for others 1o
going forward, the European powers ran up against
and again, war threatened, and only skilled diplom
enabled them to pull back from the brink. The de
punctuated by crises, almost any one of which might
It was no acc1dent that some of the more conspicu
resulted from moves by Germany. It was because G
the Kaiser, or Caesar—in changing his Chancello
his government’s policy. Orto von Bismarck, the ir
had created Germany in 1870-71, was skeptical
from believing that overseas colonies bring addi
he apparently viewed them as a drain on both. In'orde
from thoughts of recovering territories in Europe tha
seized —in Alsace-Lorraine—Bismarck encourage
France in sceking new acquisitions in North Af
policy would bring France into frequent collisions with
and Russia, chus dividing Germany’s potentmi rwals
marck’s purposes.
Post-Bismarck Germany coveted the overseas terril
Chancellor had rLgarded as mere fool’s gold. It positor
part in the coming partition of China. But the rulers
to the game too late. Germany no longer could
proportioned to its position as the greatest milita
There was not world enough. No more continents:
taking: no more Africas, no more Americas. None‘_
Wilhelmine Germany displayed an interest in ove
As France moved deeper into Morocco at:th
twentieth century to round out its North African
instead of offering encouragement and support,
have done, stepped in to oppose. These Ger
sparked two of the more high-profile international ¢

| For reasons nor entirely clear, Bismarck briefly departed
18805, when Germany acquired a smal! number of colomies.
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sof 1905-06 and of 1911. To the German government
may have been mere probes, but they caused genuine

it is clear the problem was thar Germany’s post-1890
ipire could no longer be satisfied except by raking overseas
from the other European counrries. This was nort
to be accomplished by peaceful means. Could Germany
tself with remaining the leading military and industrial
tinent bur with African and Asian empires smaller than
d or France? Germans themselves disagreed, of course,
answer 1o that guestion ought to be, and the climare of
hanging. Germany in 1914 was the only country on the
more industrial than farm workers, and the growing
alist and working-class masses suggested that the nation
lled to focus its attention on solving problems at home
dventures abroad. Alternatively, it suggested that Germa-
1d have to pursue an aggressive foreign policy in order 1o
tion from problems at home thar remained unsolved.

v alone in being divided against itself. Europe before the
rip of social and economic upheavals that were reshap-
nd its politics. The Industrial Revolution that had begun
ntury France and England continued, ar an accelerared
adical changes in those two countries, as well as in
making similar changes in others. Agrarian Europe, in
nd smokestack Furope, bringing modernity, lived liter-
me but Aguratively centuries apart. Some still were liv-
n the fourteenth century, with their pack animals and their
changing village rhythms, while others inhabited the
ng cities of the rwenticth century, driven by the newly
combustion machine and informed by the telegraph.
e, the growth of an urban factory-working popula-
ial Revolution brought conflict berween that popula-
waers over wages and working conditions. It also
ker_s and manufacturers, on the one hand, who could
ports only in a free-trade world, against farmers, who
and the cash-poor landed gentry on the other, Class
vision and loyalty —rthe chief line according to many.
reatened all the countries of Western Europe.

¢ Labour party was formed to speak for a working class
ent to be represenced by the Liberal party, which sym-
Wage-carners but spoke as the voice of the professional
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classes and even some of the well-born. On the Continen
turned to socialism, with growing success at the polls: int
tions of 1912, the Social Democrats emerged as the larges
the Reichstag. It should have been some consolation ‘to
British conservatives that workers in their countries tsually
their socialism peacefully by voring rather than (as Sync
France, Spain, and Italy) by strikes, riots, and terrorist arr
ernments, in these times of frequent war crises, worried thar th
might not support them if war broke out. The issue had anothy
foreign adventures could distract from class and social conili
the people instead 1o rally around the flag. Which would it |
class and social clashes divide, or would inrernational conflicrs

Nations Quarrel

To socialist internarionalism, the rival was nationalism, a .pa
increasingly was taking priority over all else in the minds an,
Europeans as the nineteenth century departed and the rwentieth
Even Britain contracted the fever. Ireland—or at any rate its Rpj
Catholic majority —agitated violently for autonomy or indep
and clashed with the Protestants of Ulster who prepared to take i
to defend the union with Great Britain, i

Edwardian England already was a surprisingly violent count
by such issues as industrial wages and working conditions and al:
the cause of woman suffrage. It was rocked, too, by a constituti
crisis that was also a class crisis. The crisis focused on two interrelate
issues: the budget, and the power of the heredirary House of Lotd
vero legislation enacted by the popularly elecred House of Comr
Between them these conflicts eroded the sense of national solidariry;

Now thar the country also was polarized on the question of:he
rule for ITreland, large sections of the army and of the Unionis
Conservative party seemed prepared to defy law and EOVernment:
order to hold on 1o the union with Ireland. The precedent set byt
United States in 1861 was troubling. Would there be a British civi

On the continent of Europe the flames of nationalism threatened o b
down even structures that had endured for centuries. Hapsburg-rule
Austria, a holdover from the Middle Ages thar unril recently had bee
headed by the so-called Holy Roman Empire, remained, as it had bee
in the nineteenth century, the principal enemy of European nationalist
The two great new nations of Germany and Itaty had been carved out«
domains that the Hapsburgs once had dominated. At universities, co
teehouses, and in the dimly lit hiding places of secret societies and rerro
ists, in the Balkans and Central Europe in the early years of the rwentieth
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nd with nihilists, anarchists, socialists, and others who lived
ired in the obscurity of the polirical underground It was there
-Cmats Czechs, and others plotted to disrupt and destroy the

{apsburgs were a dynasty that over the course of a thousand
1ad come to rule a motley collection of territories and peoples—a
jonal empire that held no prospect of ever becoming a homoge-
ational state. Centered in German-speaking Vienna, Austria-
ary encompassed a variety of languages, ethnic groups, and climates.
illion people comprised perhaps eleven or so nations or parts
Many of its fands originally had been dowries that had come
yarriage to territorial heiresses: whatever else you might say about
the Hapsburg family wedded well. At its height in the sixteenth
rv; when it included Spain and much of the New World, the
burg family holdings comprised the largest empire in the world.
burg roots went back to Christmas Day 800, when Charlemagne
rank was crowned emperor of the Roman Empire in the West by
ope. As Holy Roman Emperor, a post to which a Hapsburg was
st always elected from the fifteenth century until it was abolished in
rly ninereenth century, the Hapsburgs dominated Central Europe,
cluding its many German- and Tralian-speaking political entities. In the
rmath of the 1848 revolutions, they lost their Italian possessions to
newly unified Iraly, and they were excluded from Prussian-organized,
wly unified Germany in 1870-71. Once the leader of Europe’s Germans
d Iralians, the Hapsburg emperor was left as the odd man our.
_ Lefr alone with a German core— of Austria’s 28 million inhabitants,
h 10 million were German—and a restive empire of Central Euro-
an and Balkan peoples, mostly Slavs, the Hapsburg ruler Franz Joseph
ound himself presiding over a poIirical entity that arguably was not
able. The solution that he found in 1867 was a compact between
\stria and a Hungary that was ruled by its Magyar minority, in which
ranz Joseph served both as emperor of Austria and king of Hungary.
Che Dual Monarchy, as it was called, was a state in which Austria and
Hungary each had its own parhament and its own Prime Minister, bur
here was only one foreign minister, one war minister, one finance min-
ster—and, of course, only one monarch of both the Austrian empire
and the Hungarian ngdom The peoples who ruled were the minority
‘Germans of Austria and the Magyar minority in Hungary. What they
ateempted to rule, in the words of one Hapsburg statesman, was “eight
narions, seventeen countries, twenty parliamentary groups, twenty-
Seven parties” —and a spectrum of peoples and religions.

Europe was rapidly becoming a continent of nation-stares. As it
entered the twentieth century, a chief weakness of Austria-Hungary was
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that it was on what looked to be the wrong side of
threatening to bring it down was a force thar was
sive either; narionalism had its atavistic aspects

Whether considered to be a political philosophy or it
mass delirium, nationalism was ambivalenr. It was i]
that each nation had the right to become independ

But it also was the illiberal insistence thar nonmem
should assimilate, be denied civic rights, be expell
Nationalism was hating some as an expression o

to the murkiness, there was no agreement on wha
ality. The 1911 edition of the Encyclopaedia Britans
term” and remarked that “a ‘nationality’. . . represenits
and an organized claim rather than distinet attribut
prised in a strict definition.” So there was no ger
which groups were nations and which were not. Ir-
for Europe to fight about. Some thought—some.
the main thing that Europe had to fight about. -

In the absence of scientific measurement of public opinio
historians are unable to tell us with any certainty.
Europe thought or felt in the pre-1914 age. This
knowledge. It is not so grear a gap as it would be today
the public played little role in the formation of foreign'po
opinion was of some significance, in that decision-mak
did rake it into account—to the extent thar they knew w
Evidence suggests thar the most widespread feeling in
time was xenophobia: a grear deal of hostility toward
ethnic groups of the Balkans provided a conspicuo
hatred, but countries far more advanced exhibited suc
England is a case in point. [t had been in conflict or
on and off since the eleventh century—in other wrc
thousand years. Anti-French feeling remained high well:
century. Even during che First World War, in which the tw
allies, British and French officers schemed and manen
another to take control of the postwar Arab Middle:
Brirain came into collision with Russia much larer
France, bur once they did clash ir was all across the:
countries opposed each other on one point after-anoth
politically, milirarily, and ideologically, until Britons g
Russians not merely for what they did bur for who the
is recounted at length in a classic: The Genesis of Russo.
Britain by John Howes Gleason. =
Germany came into existence as a state only in 1871;
possible ally—the idea was discussed at the highest 1&_\#9!52111'0!?6
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me suspicious of Germany and then antagonistic. This
reasons, thoroughly discussed in Paul Kennedy's defini-
- Rise of the Anglo-Gernuan Antagonism,

‘though they believed themselves 1o be open-minded,
coples of the next three ranking Great Powers: the French,

he Germans.

ns that Furopean statesmen arempted to resolve ar the
tieth century therefore were being faced against a back-
who harbored hostile, sometimes warlike, sentiments.

endent mass-circulation newspapers in the nineteenth
Furopean countries as England and France brought to
ion-making ver another powerful influence impossible
isely. Appealing to popular fears and prejudices in order
1, the press seems to have exacerbated hatred and divi-
ropeans. Of the anei-German British press and the angi-
ress, the German emperor wrote to the King of England
ress is awlul on both sides.”




