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hsm, according ro von Laue, a modern historian,
‘world revolution of Westernizarion,” the victory of

ture that accompanied Western political deminarion.

ng 1o'von Laue, are these Western ideas rhat spread

world during the nineteench century? Did these ideas
orwere they forced on non-Wesrern peoples? What

were most attracted to Western ideas? Why did

rern people prefer Western culture to their own?

ue believe that this “world revolution” was a good

elieve it is aver? Whar, accerding to von Laue, must

ISTORICALLY

arly interested in the plight of whar he calls the
Western intelligentsia.” Who are these people?
blem? Whart does von Laue mean when he says that
heir Westernization they became anti-Western nation-
ould Westernization make people anti-Western?
L this selection, von Laue discusses paradosxical or
e writes of people learning lessons that were not
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formally taught and of psychological conflicts orjove
At one point he generalizes this phenomenon af_;; ;
tory behavior by quoting an eighteenth-century
*To do just the opposite is alse a form of imitation 2
describing some paradoxical aspect of human nature
conflicts a particular preduct of colonialism? -

While the world revolution of Westernization: ea
order radically above the horizons of all past human
unhinged, in the revolutionary manner sensed
depths of non-Western societies constituting the bulk
had said, “The application of the most refined princ
government and some of the most artificial institu
society to a . . . vast population in whose history,
they have had no previous existence” was 2 risk
more than he had anticipated.
Examining the history of colonial expansion, one.ca
but generall} applicable pattern for the revolutionar
Western societies. Subversion hegan at the apex, with.tl

went the continuity of tradmon whether of go
social institutions down to the subtle customs regula
psyche. Thus ended not only political but also Lu]rural el
IHenceforth, the initiatives shaping collective exi
out, “mysterious formulas of a foreign and more
system” not only of administration bur also of eve
Once the authority of the ruler (who often was
mediary berween Heaven and Earth) was subw:_i:_t

ians, wmkenmg the splrltua! foundat:ons ofs ciety
colomai administrators interfered directly in indj
pressing hallowed practices repulsive to them,:includin
fice, slavery, and physical cruelty in its many forms
businessmen and their local agents redirected the
economic life, making local producers and consi
world market beyond their comprehension and ‘contr
ways the colonial administration and its allies, thous
agreement with each other, introduced a new set
ments, of prestige and authority. The changeover w

! British viceroy of India from 1876 to 1880,
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ress. Africans became ashamed of thejr nudity, women
asts; Chinese men cut off their queues and adopred
he boldest even tried to become like Westerners “in
morals, and inrellect.”
of subversion here outlined indicate the general par-
ons which it followed over time. Irs speed depended
and the resilience of local society. Things seemingly
nithe case of the most vulnerable small-scale societies
chimore slowly in India or China, if ar alf in Japan.
dministration itself, under the policy of “indirect
Western umpact for fear of causing cultural chaos and
or itself. In all cases, rradition (however subverted) per-
nd forms, merely retreating from the external world
Iy conditioned responses of the human psyche, its last
ng in the promptings of “soul” today.
gs really fall apart? The world revolution of Western-
y:the arts of both war and peace. Certain aspects of
ssessed an intrinsic appeal which, even by indigenous
ced life. New crops often brought ampler food;
en secured peace. Through their command of the seas
trade Europeans and Americans opened access to sur-
ity in foreign lands to countless millions of people in
Or rake even the persuasion of raw power: Once con-
periority of European weapons, who would nort crave
t00? And more generally, being associated with
so carried weight; it patently held the keys to the
ectly perhaps, doing business with Westerners promised
ed it right, compradors would get rich.
rtain categories of the local population eagerly took
Missionaries shelrered outcases: slaves held for sacrifice,
0 prostitution or abandoned, or married women feel-
ressed. The struggle for sexual equality is still raging
¥-.comparison even Victorian England offered hope to
i East Asia. Regarding Japan, Fukuzawa® related the
owager lady who “had had some unhappy trials in
was told of “the most remarkable of all the Western
larions between men and women,” where “men and
rights, and monogamy was the strict rule in any class
15, Fukuzawa reporied, “as if her eyes were suddenly
Enew...." As a messenger of women’s rights he
anese women, “especially the ladies of the higher soci-
hina liberated women rushed ro unbind their feer.

itpage 893, {1d.)
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In addition, the Westerners introduced hospital
relieved pain and saved lives, a fact not unappreci
greed was not aroused by the plethora of Western pood
local products: scronger liquor, gaudier textiles, fasre
minds soon preferred Western goods merely becauce 5
Given the comparative helplessness of local sdcxe‘q’;
that everything Western tended ro be judged superjor

The Westerners with their sense of mission al
cation. [t was perhaps not enough, according to angAV;
suspicious of European desires, to keep the natives d
access to Wesrern skills at some sacrifice on the par
forgo the easier life in their own culture. Privileged -
attended schools and universities in the West. Thus;
pattern of Westernization, a new category of cultural
ared, the Westernized non-Western inrelligentsia. It
cording to cultural origins, but shared a common predi
one culture, educared in another, it was caught ininvid
As [philosopher] Thomas Habbes observed “Man,
in comparing himselfe with other men, can relish noth
nent.” Riveted to Western preeminence, this inrelligent
purpose, identiry, and recognition in the treacherous no-man
tween~—and most furiously in lands where skin colo a
ties. Talented and industrious, these inteflectuals
heroically into the study of Western society and tho)
their own. :

Along the way they soon acquired a taste for th dc
the West, foremost the liberal plea for equality, fr

derermination and the socialists” cry of social justice o
and oppressed peoples and classes. They were delighted
self-criticism they discovered aimong Westerners—We
duced many doubters, especially among its fringesin.
Europe. At the same time, non-Western intelfecruals: g
the pride that lurked behind Western humanitariani
treated as equals in London or Paris, bue “cast-of Ad
circuir or anywhere in the colonies, they were “nagve
sensitive to the hypocrisy behind the Western missio
ideals without the congenital ingredient of equali
the lessons of power nor formally caught by their
power—state power—not only to carry the Western:
tice on their own but also to make equalicy real, _
Inevitably, the non-Western intellecruals rurned the
own use. The ideals of freedom and selt-determinatio
free rein not only to the promptings of their own minds
also to protests over the humiliation of their coun
a resudt of their Westernization they became anti-We
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ng, in themselves angd their compatriots, the abject
est. Yer, as an 18th-cenpyry German wag had said,
OSIte 15 al50 a form of jmigation- Anti-Western self-
srm of Westernization copving the culeural self-asserrion
reover, limiting western influence 10 fact undercur any
g Western power (and the issue of power was never
nds). Thus anti-Wester ingellectuals were caught in a
toward the West, anei.Wescern PUrveyors of further

15 Gandhi,? perhaps the greatest among the Western-
reflecruals. Born jneq a prominent tradition-oriented
f;} ljvc[}.-, ambil’i(}us mind he broke \\’i[h Hindu tﬂbDO
Iishilaw in London, f&Shiona;b]V dressed and accepted in

hough by preference consorting With vegetarians and
n religion. After his return he confessed that “next 1o
ditather live in London than in any other place in the

892 10 1914, however, he [jved in South Africa, using his
defending the local [ndiap community against whire
rere he put together from Indian and Western sources a
5 4 pracrice of nopyiplent resiStance, strengthening
nd civil srarug of his clients. . - -

dhi’s precursors, Narendragath Datta, better known as
nda; bad gone even further. At a lecture in Madras he
ience: “This is the great idea] hefore us, and everyone
—the conquesy of the whole world by India—
t - Up India and conquer the world with vour
estern globalized nationalism, ohvieusly, was working its

orld, escalating political ambition and cultaral mes-
mtensity, . . |

13

nof Westernized fon-Wesrern intellectuals led awk-
free state,” 44 [Indian novelist] V- 5- Naipaul has pur
£ ch of 0015, and cerrirude; 10wardly splie, part
k”’qs_[ern, camouflaging their jmitation of the West by
on; forever aspiring o huild lofty balbway houses thar
te cultura] universes, often in all-embracing designs,
hefissures and cracks in their lives and opinions; and
uip-their unease i a Cmﬂpengaring presumption of
based on the recognition that the Promptings of heart
1108 10 the dictares of reason. Knowing their own
I?.]easr some Df the essentials Of rhl’: \Y/’ESI, [he}’ SCUSCC{
ore elevated 8rasp of human realicys the future belonged
1 to the “decadens” West. Cur of that existential mis-

CONSCionsnesg” {as [Russian novelist] Dostoyevsky

P palge 509, {I{d.;
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called it) have come some of the most semina] CoTItr
intellectual and political developments of the: th
the anti-Western counterrevolutions. L
- . Let it be said first that the relations between
the colonizer are exceedingly subtle and complex; syh
troversy among all observers, all of them partisar
judging not by indigenous but by Westernized st 1da
and pracrices have shaped and intensified the ‘prote
non-Western ineellectuals taking full advantage’
fered by Western society. Their protests, incider
turned against past inhumanities committed by’
traditionally they were not considered as such}
Next, having already surveyed the not inconsig ah
Western domination, let us ask: Did the Westerners in
behave toward the non-Westerners worse tharn
themselves? While they never treated their colo alsn
they never killed as many people in all their colon
did in their own wars at home (the brurality of Eur
rion has been carefully rinsed out of all current historical
in their peaceful intercourse with non-Westerners: aw
range of emotions common in Western sociecy. Tt was
op onc extreme and saintliness on the other, and eve
with the balance perhaps tending toward darkness: As
ficer in East Africa confided to his diary: “It is but: 4l
white men whose characrers do not in one way oran
subtle pracess of deteriorization when they are conpelled
length of time among savage races and under conditio;
cal climates.” The colonial district commissioner, isolate
whose ways sharply contradicted his own upbringing
from tropical sickness, and scared at heart, found hims
worse dilernma than the Westernized non-Western intel]
them, no doubt, were unscrupulous opportunists seek
the trammels of civic conformity at home; they turned d
dists in the colonies. On the other hand, missionaries
their lives, generally among uncomprehending local
a credit to the Westerners that the vicrims of impenialis
erable sympathy in their own midst. The evils stood oii
intentions were taken for granted. i
Yer—to take a longer view—even compassiona
ers generally overlook the fact that among all the gift
two most crucial boens were missing: cultural equality
political equality and reasonable harmony in the body:
revolution of Westernization perpetuated inequality
tural subversion while at the same time improving th
tions of life. More people survived, forever subject
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rientation reselting from enforced change originating
Collectively and individually, they straddled the bor.
st and non-West, on the one side enjoying the benefirs of
n the other feeling exploited as victims of imperialism.
lations always remained backward and dependent,
he resources and skills of fast-advancing West,
sald weigh, then, in any assessmenr of Western colonial
orld War Vis perhaps noc only the actions, good or evil,
15, bur also the long-run consequences thereafrer, The
olonialism do nor include only the casualties of colo-
e far greater multirudes killed or brutalized in the civil
the emerging modern nation-states. Whatever the mitigat-
< the anti-Western fury has its justifications indeed.




