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The Communist Manifesto was written in 1848 in the midst o :
upheaval, a time when capitalist industrialization had spread-fre
England to France and Cermany. Marx and Engels wér'e:_'(_.]:' rm
who studied and worked in France and England. In the
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jutian that will transform al! of Europe. Whar do they
sble causes of this revolution? How, according to

the crisis of “madern” society different from previous
2r¢ and Engels correct?

[STORICALLY

A and Engels describe the notions of capitalism
Jization without using those words. The term capitalism
from Marx's classic Das Kapital (1859}, but the term
Engels notes in this selection, stands for the capitalist
d Engels, the industrial revolution (another later
oduct of a particular stage of capitalist development.
nd Engels were asked whether capitalism or industry
pal force chat created the modern world, whar would
re?

nist Manifesto is widely known as the classic critigue of
acareful reading reveals a fist of achievements of

P

ngets consider them to be achieverments? How could
s’both praise and criticize capitzlism?

Proletarians’

1l hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.
d slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-
ournieyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in
ition to one another, carried on an uninterrupted, now
pen fight, a fight that each rime ended, either in a revolu-
ution of sociery at large, or in the common ruin of the
5
epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a compli-
ment of society into various orders, a manifold gradarion
In ancient Rome we have patricians, knights, plebeians,
diddle Ages, feudal lords, vassals, guildmasters, journey-
s, serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, subordinare

Fo

geas means a town-dwellen Proletarian comes from the Larin prole-
-person whose sole wealth was his offspring (profes). [Ed.] [Nate by
is meanr the class of modern capitalists, owners of the means of social
overs of wage labor; by “proletariac,” she elass of modem wage-laborers
‘of production of their own, are reduced to selling their labor power in
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The modern bourgeois society thar has sprouted {7
feudal society, has nor done away with clase antagoni
established new classes, new conditions of Oppression: 4
struggle in place of the old ones.

Qur epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses; ho:
tinctive feature: It has simplified the class antagonisms: S
is more and more splitting up into the rwo great hostile
great classes directly facing each other— bourgeoisie and;

From the serfs of the Middle Ages sprang the char
the carliest towns. From these burgesses the firse elem
geaisie were developed. .

The discovery of America, the rounding of the Cap
fresh ground for the rising bourgeoisie. The Ease-Indian
markets, the colonization of America, rrade with the
crease in the means of exchange and in commodities pes
commerce, to navigation, to industry, an impulse never hef,
and thereby, 1o the revolutionary element in the torre ing fend
a rapid development,

The feudal system of industry, in which industrial p
monopolized by closed guilds, now no longer sufficed £

wants of the new markets, The manufacturing systent roo
guildmasters were pushed aside by rhe manufacturing midd]e
sion of labor between the different corporate guilds va
of division of labor in each single workshop.

Meantime the markers kept ever growing, the demiand
Even manufacture’ no longer sufficed, Thereupon, sream:
ery revolutionized industrial production. The place of manyf;
taken by the giant, modern industry, the place of the'indg
class, by industrial millionajres——the leaders of whole indn
the modern bourgeais. L

Modern industry has established the world market; f,
discovery of America paved the way. This market has g
development to commerce, to navigation, to commu

This development has, in its turn, reacted on the
try; and in proportion as industry, commerce, navigation, rails
tended, in the same proportion the bourgeoiste developed;-in
capital, and pushed into the background every class ha
the Middle Ages.

We see, therefore, how the modern bourgeoisie isirse
of a long course of development, of a series of revolutions in
of producrion and of exchange.

* By sntnufactare Mary meant the system af production that succeeded
but that soll relied mainly on direct human tabor for power. He disting
industry, which arose when machinery driven by wacer and steam was introd
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éﬁdevdopmem of the bourgeoisie was accompanied by
-p'ohtsLal advance of that class. An oppressed class under
cudal nobility, it became an armed and self-governing
medieval comumune; here independent urban republic
ermany), there taxable “chird estate” of the monarchy
sfrerwards, in the period of manufacture proper, serv-
emifeudal or the absolute monarchy as a counterpoise
‘bﬂjt'v and, in fact, cornerstone of the grear monarchies
onrgeoisie has at last, since the establishment of modern
he world market, conquered for itself, in the modern
-exclusive political sway. The executive of the mod-
4 committee for managing the common affairs of rhe

sie-has played a most revolutionary role in histery.
oeoisie, wherever it has gor the upper hand, has put an end
triarchal, idyllic relations. Ir has pmieq‘;lv torn asunder
Lties that bound man to his “natural superiors,” and has
d berween man and man than naked self-interest, than
avment.” It has drowned the most heavenly ecstasies of
r. of chivalrous enthusiasm, of philistine sentimentalism,
er.of egotistical calculation. Ir has resolved personal worth
alne, and in place of the numberless indefensible char-
as set up that single, unconscionable freedom—Free
ord, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political
bstituted naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploiration.
sie has stripped of its halo every occupation hitherto
vked up to with reverent awe, It has converced the phy-
rer, the priest, the poet, the man of science, invo its paid

oisie has torn away from the family its sentimental veil,
the family relation to a mere money relarion.

iehas disclosed how it came to pass that the brutal
n the Middle Ages, which reactionaries so much
its fitting complement in the most slothful indolence. It
st to show what man’s activity can bring about. It has
ndnrs far surpasamg Egypuan pyramids, Roman aque-
i cathedrals; it has conducted e\pr.dmons that put in
er migrations of narions and crusades.

isic cannort exist without constantly revolutionizing
15 of production, and therch) the relations of production,
m the whole relations of society. Conservation of the old
tction in unaltered form, was, on the contrary, the firse
tence for all earlier industrial classes. Constant revolu-
tuction, uninterrupred disturbance of all social condi-
17 uncertainty and agitation distinguished the bourgeois
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epoch from all earlier ones. Al fixed, fast-frozen telatip
train of ancient and venerable prejudices and opinigy
all new-formed ones become antiquared before they ¢
is solid melts into air, all thar is holy is profaned, -and
compelled to face with sober senses his real condirig
relations with his kind. o
The need of a constantly expanding marker forits pr,
the bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the globe. It mps
where, settle everywhere, establish connections everywhe
The bourgeoisie has through irs exploitationof
ket given a cosmopolitan characrer to production ‘ang
in every country. To the prear chagrin of Feacrionari
from under the feer of industry the national ground.on. w]
All old-established national industries have been destroye,
being destroyed. They are dislodged by new industries
duction becomes a life and death question for all civilize,
industries that no fonger work up indigenous raw: i
material drawn from the remotest zones; industries whos
consumed, not only at home, bur in every quarter of the glg
of the old wants, sarisfied by the production of the: 0
new wants, requiring for their satisfaction the products o
and climes. In place of the old Jocal and national seclys
sufficiency, we have intercourse in every direction, univer
dence of nations. And as in material, so also in intelled
The intellectual creations of individual natjons become:
erty. National one-sidedness and narrow-mindedness becom
more impossible, and from the numerous national and loca
there arises a world literatare, !

The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instrime
duction, by the immensely facilitated means of communicatio
nations, even the most barbarian, into civilization, The cheap
commodities are the heavy artillery with which it battersidoy
walls, with which it forces the barbariang’ intensely obstinar
foreigners to capitulate. It compels all nations, on pain ¢
adopr the bourgeois mode of production; it compelsthe
what it calls civilization into their midst, i.e., to become.
selves. In a word, it creates a world afrer its own image. -

The bourgeoisie has subjected the country o the ruleo
It has created enormous cities, has greatly increased th
tion as compared with the rural, and has thus rescued
part of the population from the idiocy of rural life, Justas
the country dependent on the towns, so it has made barb;
barbarian countries dependent on the civilized ones, natl
on nations of bourgeois, the East on the Wes. '
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ore the bourgeoisie keeps doing away with the scatered
silation, of the means of production, and of property. It
d.popuiataon centralized means of production, and has
perty in a few hands. The necessary consequence of
1 centralization. Independent, or but loosely connected
eparate interests, laws, governments and systems of
me Jumped together into one nation, with one govern-
laws, one national class interest, one frontier and one

eoisie,; «during its rule of scarce one hundred years, has
ssive and more colossal productive forces than have
lerations together. Subjection of nature’s forces to man,
arion of chemistry to industry and agriculture, steam-
vs, electric telegraphs, clearing of whole continents

what carlier century had even a presentiment that such
s'iur'nben.d in the lap of social iabor’

lace stepped free competition, accompanied by a social
msticution adapted to it, and by the economic and politi-
e bourgeois class.

niovemenr is going on before our own eyes. Modern
< with its relations of production, of exchange and of
ty that has conjured up such gigantic means of produc-
s¢18 like the sorcerer who is no longer able to control the
ethf:r world whom he has called up by his spells. For many
¢ istory of industry and commerce is but the history of the
“productive forces against modern conditions of produc-
property relations that are the conditions for the existence
oisie and of its rule. It is enough o mention the commer-
by their periodical return put the existence of the entire
iety on trial, each time more threateningly. In these crises
only of the existing products, but also of the previously
wtive forces, are periodically destroyed. In these crises there
pgdemm that, in all earlier epochs, would have seemed an
pidemic of overproduction. Society suddenly finds itself
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put back into a stare of momentary barbarisim; it appears
universal war of devastarion had cut off the supply of eip
sistence; industry and comumerce seem to be destroyed, And
there is too much civilization, too much means of subsiste
industry, too much commerce. The productive forces arth
ciety no longer tend to further the development of th
8eols property; on the contrary, they have become
conditions, by which they are fettered, and no sooner. do
these fetters than they bring disorder into the whole of boir
endanger the existence of bourgeois property. The conditign
SOCIEry are [oo Narrow ro comprise the wealrh created by iy
does the bourgeoisie get over these crises? On the onie hang
destruction of 2 mass of productive forces; on the other b
new markets, and by the more thorough exploitation of ¢
is to say, by paving the way for more extensive and more d
and by diminishing the means whereby crises are prevente
The weapons with which the bourgeoisie felled feiid
ground are now rurned against the bourgeoisie fself..
Bur not only has the bourgeoisie forged the wea
death to itself; it has also called into existence the men wh
those weapons—rhe modern working class—the proletariz
In proportion asthe bourgeoisie, i.e., capital, is developed
proportion is the proletariar, the modern working class, devel
class of labourers, who live only so long as they find WOr
find work only so long as their labour increases capital. The
who must sell themselves piece-meal, are g commodity, Tik
article of commeree, and are consequently exposed ro all th
of comperition, to alf the fluctuations of the market, -
Owing 1o the extensive use of machirery and to divisi
the work of the proletarians has lose al] individual characte
quently, all charm for the workmag. He becomes an append:
machine, and ir js only the most simple, most monotonous
easily acquired knack, thar is required of him. Hence, the co
tion of a workman is restricted, almost entirely, to the m:
tence that he requires for his maintenance, and for the pro
his race. But the price of a commodity, and therefore also'a
equal 1o its cost of production. In proportion therefore, as
ness of the work increases, the wage decreases. Nay more, |
as the use of machinery and division of labour increases
proportion the burden of toil also increases, wherher by prolo;
the working hours, by increase of the work exacted in a give
increased speed of the machinery, erc. =
Modern industry has converred the little workshop of -
chal master into the great facrory of the industrial capital
of labourers, crowded into the factory, are organised

e
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dustrial army they are placed under the command of
of officers and sergeants. Not only are they slaves of
nd of the bourgeois State; they are datly and hourly
ntachine, by the over-looker, and, above all, by the indi-
nofacturer himself. Ihe more openly this despotism
15 end and aim, the more petry, the more hareful
rrering it 1s.

all'and exertton of strength implied in manual tabour,
e more modern industry becomes developed, the more
EH.SLIPLI'E:LC[C(] by that of women. Differences of age and
weer any distinctive social validity for the working class.

of labour, more or less expensive to use, according

he exploitation of the labourer by the manufacrurer,
hat he receives his wages in cash, than he is ser upon

ta -of the puddle class-——che small eradespeople,
ed tradesmen generally, the handicraftsmen and
sink gradually taro the profetariat, partly because

ds of pruduumn Thus thc pmlc tariat is ru.mm:d from
population.




