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Dnmst and Buddhist sects. [Ed.|

anese Edicts Regulating Religion,

of the stare in Japan was very different from that of China,

200 and 1600 japan went through a period in which the state

ed by aristocratic, warrior, and religious groups. When the

hogunate reasserted the authority of a central state in

emory of monk-soldiers and numerous independent armies

series of measures directed at controlling religious institu-

ther independent powers. In one measure, all farmers were

1 1o have swords, Another regulated all religious temples.

1633 and 1639 the Tokugawa government took the further step
e country to all foreign religions, a move directed mainly at

e previously enjoyed by Portuguese Catholic missionaries.
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The first of the two documents in this selection is 2 vow byw
Japanese Christians renounced their faith in 1545, The second.
ment is a government edict regulating teriples, mainly Buddhisr,
1665. What do these documents tell you about the relations
between the state and religion in Tokugawa Japan?

THINKING HISTORICALLY

The first document, from 1645, in which a group of japanese sy
they are renouncing Christizanity is full of contradictions that @
contextual explanation. The japanese history of Christianity wa;
to the Chinese. Whether or not there was 2 Nestorian Christian'pn
ence by 500 c.e. as some argue, Roman Catholic Christiznity'ca
Japan with the first Jesuits, including Francis Xavier in 1549, At
of the sixteenth century and the beginning of the severiteenth cen
Christians were persecuted and the church was banned. in resi::g"c
some Japanese Christians went underground, disguising their refj
with the appearance of a return to japanese culrure, éndading Blidd
like images of fesus and Mary. They were called Kakure Kirishitan
den Christians”). What are the contradictions in this document th
suggest these people had been or continued to be hidden Chris
Whart parts of the document suggest a false rerunciation? Wha
account for the difference in the last paragraph? i
The second Japanese document was written in the time of th
Chinese Emperor Kangx, How might Kangx's rmeditarions on reli
provide a context that might also help us understand this docur

Renouncing the Kirishitan' Faith, 1645

Vorer of Namban (Southern Barbarians): We have been Kirishi
many years, But the more we learn of the Kirishitan docrrines the
becomes our conviction that they are evil. In the first place,
ceived instructions from the padre regarding the furure life.
ened with excommunication which would keep us away fromas
with the rest of humaniry in all things in the present world
cast us into hell in the next world. We were alsa taught'th
person commitring a sin confesses it to the padre and secures hi
he shall not be saved in the world bevond. In thar way theipeo
led into believing in the padres. All thar was for the purposc
the lands of others. E
When we fearned of it, we “shifted” from Kirishitan al
adherents of Hokkekyd® while our wives became adherents of

PChristian. [Ed.]
*Buddhist secr based oo the Lorus Sutza sermen of the Buddha, [Ed.]
*Pure Land Buddhism. {Fd.]
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et a statement in writing to you, worshipful Magistrate,

ve shall not harbor any thought of the Kirishitan in our
ntertain any thought of it ar all, we shall be punished
(God the Father), Jesus (His Son), Spirito Santo (the
wvell as by Santa Maria (St. Mary), various angels, and

o'a'will be lost altogether. Like Judas Iscariot, we shall
nd shall be mere objects of ridicule 1o the people, We
the foregoing is our Kirishitan vow,

Ige: We have no thoughr of the Kirishitan in our hearts,
shifred” our faith. If any falsehood be noted in our
or in the furare, we shall be subject to divine punish-
aishaku, the four deva kings, the great or little gods in
more provinces of Japan, especially the Mishima
epresentatives of the god of Izu and Hakone, Hachiman
mman Daijizai Tenjin, especially our own family gods,
the village people, and our relatives. This is to certify

The second year of Shaha [1645]
Endorsement.

jit fof;:Buddhist Temples, 1665

ines and rituals established for different sects nust not
sarranged. If there is anyone who does not behave in
h this injunction, an appropriate measure must be taken

vho does not understand the basic doctrines or rituals of a
mitted to become the chief priest of a temple. Addendum:
ablished, it must not preach strange doctrines.

tions which govern refarionships berween the main
ch temples must not be violated. However, even the
not take measures against branch remples in an unrea-

rs of the temples can choose to which temple they wish
make contributions. Therefore priests must nor compete
ther for parishioners.

re enjoined from engaging in activities unbecoming of
orming groups or planning to fight one another.

s anyone who has violated the law of the land, and that
nicated to a temple, it must turn him away without
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7. When making repairs ro a temple or a monastery, d
them ostentariously. Addendum: Temples must be kept clean
8. The estate belonging to a temple is nor subject to salo
be mortgaged.
3. Do nor allow anyone who has expressed a desire 1o
disciple but is not of good lineage to enter the priesthood frep]
is a particular candidate who has an improper and questior
ground, the judgment of the domanial lord or magistrate of hi
must be sought and then ace accordingly. -
The above articles must be strictly observed by all the seer
Fifth year of Kanbun [1665], seventh month




