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IBN AL-ATHIR
The Conquest of Jerusalem, c. 1231

in this selection we return to the history of Ibn al-Athir (1160-1233}.
The following excerpe, raken from his work The Perfoct History, is one of
the most authoriative, roughly contermporaneous histories of the First
Crusade from the Muslim perspective. Whar reason does al-Athir give for
the Egyprian capture of jerusalem from the Turks? Why were the Franks
_successful in wresting Jerusalem and other lands from Muslim control?
-Whatis the significance of the poem at the end of the sefection?

THINKING HISTORICALLY

“There are always more than two sides to a story, but it is certainly
-useful to have bartle descriptions from two sides of a conflict., tn con-
_Structing your own narrative of the bartle of jerusalem, you might
first ook for points of agreement. On what points does bn al-Athir
agree with other accounts you have read? How else would you decide
which elements from each account to include in YOUr narrative?

eree: Francesco Gabricli, ed., Arab Historians of the Crusades: Selecred and Translated
from the Arabic Sonrees, ed. and trans. E, 1. Costelio, Islamic World Series tBerkel
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Taj ad-Daula Tutiish was the Lord of Jerusalem bur adg
feoff to the amir Sugmin ibn Artiig the Turcoman. Whe;
defeated the Turks at Antioch the massacre demoralized tha
Egyptians, who saw that the Turkish armjes were being vy,
desertion, besieged Jerusalem under the command of al:A
al-Jarnali. Inside the city were Artiiq’s sons, Sugman and 1)
cousin Sunij and their nephew Yaquti. The Egyptians brog
than forty siege engines to attack Jerusalem and broke dpivs
at several points. The inhabitants put up a defense, and ]
fighting went on for more than six weeks. In the end th
forced the city to capitulate, in Sha*ban 491 [August 1098
Ighazi, and their friends were well treated by al-Afdal, who
large gifts of money and ler them go free. They made f5,
and then crossed the Euphrates. Sugman settled in Edess
went on into Iraq. The Egyprian governor of Jerusalem’
Ifrikhar ad-Daula, who was still there ar the rime of which'
speaking. e
After their vain attempt ro take Acre by siege, the Frank
to Jerusalem and besieged it for more than six weeks. Th
towers, one of which, near Sion, the Muslims burnt down, killin
one inside it. Ir had scarcely ceased to burn before a messenger
to ask for help and ro bring the news that the other side of the ity
fallen. In fact Jerusalem was taken from the north on the morni;
Friday 22 Sha‘ban 492 [July 15, 1099]. The popularion was py
sword by the Franks, who pillaged the area for a week. A band.o
lims barricaded themselves into the Oratory of David and for
several days. They were granted their lives in return for surrende
The Franks honoured their word, and the group left by night for
calon. In the Masjid al-Agsa the Franks slaughtered more than 700
people, among them a large number of Imams and Muslim
devour and ascetic men who had left their homelands to live
pious seclusion in the Holy Place. The Franks stripped the D
Rock of more than forty silver candelabra, each of them weighing
drams, and a great silver lamp weighing forty-four Syrian poun
well as a hundred and fifty smaller silver candelabra and mo
twenty gold ones, and a grear deal more booty. Refugees f
reached Baghdad in Ramadan,! among them the gadi Abu-Sa
Harawi. They told the Caliph’s ministers a story that wrung their
and brought tears to their eyes. On Friday they went to the Ca
Mosque and begged for help, weeping so that their hearers wept:
them as they described the sufferings of the Muslims in that Holy

*The holy month of Ramadan, the month of fasting. {Ed.]
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ilied, the women and children taken prisoner, the homes
Becaﬁse of the terrible hardships they had suffered, they were

'-brea 2 the fast. ...

you slumber in the blessed shade of safety, where life is as
oft as an orchard flower?

ow can the eye sleep between the lids at a time of disasters that
would waken any sieeper?

While your Syrian brothers can only sleep on the backs of their
chargers, or in valtures’ bellies!

Vust the foreigners feed on our ignominy, while you trail behind
‘ou the train of a pleasant life, like men whose world is at peace?
When blood has been spilt, when sweer girfs must for shame hide
their lovely faces in their hands!

When the white swords’ points are red with blood, and the iron of
the brown lances is stained with gore!

At the sound of sword hammering on lance young children’s hair
-turns white.

This 15 war, and the man who shuns the whirlpool to save his life
shall grind his teeth in penitence.

This is war, and the infidel’s sword is naked in his hand, ready 1o
be sheathed again in men’s necks and skulls.

his is war, and he who lies in the romb at Medina seems to raise
" his voice and cry: “O sons of Hashim!

see my people slow to raise the lance against the enemy: I see the
~ Faith resting on feeble pillars.

or fear of death the Muslims are evading the fire of barttle, refus-
ing to believe that death will surely strike them.”

‘Mast the Arab champions then suffer with resignation, while the
gallant Persians shut their eyes to their dishonour?




