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* Lamentations 4:5. [Ed.]

3
IBN AL-ATHIR
Causes of the Crusade, ¢. 1231

Ibn al-Athir* (1160-1233) was one of the great Muslim historia
His most important work was a multivolume history that was for al]
intents a world history, from the time of Adam to his present. An eth
nic Kurd, he spent maost of his life in Mosul, Iraqg, but also lived in
Aleppo and Damascus in Syria, where he fought for the army of .
Saladin. For the early period of his multivolume history he barrowed
heavily from the works of earlier Muslim histarians, n
ibn al-Athir offers two possible explanations for the causes of
the First Crusade. Whar are these, and how are they different Fr_dm-
Fulcher’s explanation? What does the author’s account suggest
about Muslim atritcudes toward Christians? How according ro the
author did the Christians conquer Antioch? -

THINKING HISTORICALLY

Periodization is an important issue that must be addressed when -

writing a narrative account of something. Especially when we are a k-
ing about the causes of something, we must decide when that s0m
thing began. Notice how we have dated this chaprer. How is bn -
al-Athir’s periodization different frem ours and that of Fulcher? [fwe:

Source: Francesco Gabrieli, Arab Historians af the Crusades, rrans. E. }. Costelio
University of California Press, 1969, 3.7,
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in the history of the crusade when lbn al-Athir does, how does
hat change the story? Is it possible to combine both his and
cher's story into the same narrative? Why or why not?

ywer of the Franks first became apparent when in the year 478/1085-86
-aded the territories of Islam and took Toledo and other parts of An-
,-as was mentioned earlier. Then in 484/1091 they attacked and con-
i'the island of Sicily and turned their attention to the African coast.
of their conquests there were won back again but they had other
es,-as you will see.
490/1097 the Franks attacked Syria. This is how it all began:
vin their King," a kinsman of Roger the Frank who had conquered
assembled a great army and sent word to Roger saying: ‘I have
mbled a great army and now I am on my way to you, to use your
for my conguest of the African coast. Thus vou and [ shall become
bours.’
Roger called rogether his companions and consulted them about
proposals. “This will be a fine thing both for them and for us!” they
ed, ‘for by rthis means these lands will be converted to the Faith!” At
Roger raised one leg and farted Joudly, and swore that it was of more
han their advice. “Why?” ‘Because if this army comes here it will need
ntities of provisions and fleets of ships to transport it to Africa, as
||-as reinforcements from my own troops. Then, if the Franks succeed
nquering this territory they will rake it over and will need provision-
rom Sicily. This will cost me my annual profit from the harvest. If
hey fail they will return here and be an embarrassment to me here in my
‘domain. As well as all this Tamim?® will say that I have broken faith
th him and violated our treaty, and friendly relations and communica-
ns between us will be disrupted. As far as we are concemed Africa is
vays there. When we are strong enough, we will take it.’
He summoned Baldwin’s messenger and said to him: ‘If you have
ided to make war on the Muslims your best course will be to free
salem from their rule and thereby win great honour. I am bound by
ain promises and treaties of allegiance with the rulers of Africa.’ So
Franks made read} and set ourt to arrack Syria.
Another story is that the Fatimids of Egypt were afraid when they
v:the Sei;uqlds extending their empire through Syria as far as Gaza,
nti] rhey reached the Egyptian border and Atsiz® invaded Egypt itself,

Baldwin is a mythical character, compaunded of the various Baldwins of Flanders and
_ l::m, or else the first Baldwin is mistakenly thought to have been already a king in the West,
2 The Zirid amir of Tunisia Tamim ibn Mu'izz.

A general of the Seljugid Subran Malikshih, who in 1076 artacked Egype from Palestine,
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They therefore sent to invite the Franks to invade Syria ang .
Egypt from the Muslims.* But God knows best, :
When the Franks decided to artack Syria they marched e
stantinople, so that they could cross the strajrs and advance iny.
territory by the easier, land route. When they reached Constan
the Emperor of the East refused them permission to pass thy
domains. He said: ‘Unless you first promise me Antioch, I shalipe
you to cross into the Muslim empire.” His real inteation was
them to artack the Muslims, for he was convinced that the Ty
invincible control over Asia Minor he had observed, would exte
every one of them. They accepted his conditions and in 490/10)
crossed the Bosphorus at Constantinople. Teonium and the regr
area into which they now advanced belonged to Qilij Arslanibn Sy]
ibn Qutlumish, who barred their way with his troops. They
through in rajab 490/July 1097, crossed Cilicia, and finally reach
tioch, which they besieged. s

When Yaghi Siyan, the ruler of Antioch, keard of their appro:

was not sure how the Christian people of the city would reac
made the Muslims go ourside the city on their own to dig trenche
the next day sent the Christians out alone to continue the tash
they were ready to return home ar the end of the day he refused 1o
them. ‘Antioch s yours,” he said, *bur you will have to leave it 1o
until I see whar happens berween us and the Franks.” “Whe will
our children and our wives?’ they said. ‘I shall look after them for
5o they resigned themselves to their fate, and lived in the Frankish cam
for nine months, while the city was under siege. '
Yaght Siyan showed unparalleled courage and wisdom, s
and judgment. If all the Franks who died had survived they wou ¢
overrunt all the lands of Islam. He protected the families of the Chri
in Antioch and would not allow a hair of their heads to be rouche
Afrer the sicge had been going on for a long time the Franks'ma
deal with one of the men who were responsible for the towers. He s
cuirass-maker called Ruzhih whom they bribed with a fortune in'm
and lands. He worked in the rower thar stood over the river-bed; 1
the river flowed out of the city into the valley. The Franks sealed
pact with the cuirass-maker, God damn him! and made their wayt
water-gate. They opened it and entered the city. Another gang of th

climbed the tower with ropes. At dawn, when more than 500 of 1
were in the city and the defenders were worn out after the night wat
they sounded their trumpers. Yaghi Siydn woke up and asked what the
noise meant. He was told that trumpets had sounded from the it
and that it must have been raken. In fact the sound came not from
citadel but from the tower. Panic seized Yaghi Siyan and he opene

* Of course the Farimids were also Muslims, but they were hererics and so opposed,
rest of suns Tslim, '
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nd fled in rerror, with an escort of thirty pages. His army
er arrived, bur when he discovered on enquiry that Yaghi Sivan
he:made his escape by another gate. This was of great help to
“for if he had stood firm for an hour, they would have been
at. The) entered the city by the gates and sacked it, slaughtering
uslims they found there. This happened in ]umada 1 {(491/April/
~ As for Yaghi Sivin, when the sun rose he recovered his self
and realized that his ﬂ;ght had taken him several farsakl® from
He asked his companions where he was, and on hearing that he
farsakh from Antioch he repented of having rushed to safery
of staying to fight to the death. He began to groan and weep for
esertion of his household and children. Overcome by the violence of
hefell fainting from his horse. His companions tried to lift him
1to the saddle, but they could not get him to sit up, and so left him
ead while they escaped Ie was at his last gasp when an Armenian
rd’'came past, killed him, cut off his head and took it to the Franks

e Franks had written to the rulers of Aleppo and Damascus to say
ey had no interest in any cities but those thar had once belonged
zantium. This was a piece of deceit calculated to dissuade these
rom going to the help of Antioch.

One farsakh is abour four miles,




